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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Beloit  College: 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  in  the  Hfe  of  the  College  during 
the  year  1907-8  has  been  the  effort  to  add  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  the  endowment,  in  which  Trustees,  Faculty,  Alumni, 
students  and  friends  have  co-operated  with  splendid  enthusiasm 
and  perseverance.  This  movement  was  only  fairly  launched  when 
the  sudden  darkening  of  the  financial  sky  in  October,  1907, 
caused  grave  anxiety  as  to  our  success.  Failure,  as  we  all  real- 
ized, would  mean  permanent  disaster  to  the  College. 

In  this  emergency,  the  General  Education  Board  consider- 
ately extended  the  time  allowed  for  meeting  their  generous  pledge 
of  $50,000,  conditioned  upon  our  raising  $150,000  by  Jan.  1st, 
1 908,  and  gave  us  until  June  30th  to  secure  it. 

As  always,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  College  gave  most 
efficient  and  self-devoting  co-operation,  subscribing  very  gener- 
ously themselves,  laying  the  matter  before  their  friends,  and  hold- 
ing frequent  meetings,  sometimes  as  often  as  once  a  week,  for 
reports  of  progress  and  discussion  of  plans.  The  Alumni,  as  so 
often  before,  voiced  their  loyalty  to  Alma  Mater  by  their  gifts 
and  expressions  of  interest.  The  students  of  the  College  and 
Academy  swung  into  hne  when  it  was  found  that  their  reserves 
would  be  needed,  and  contributed  nobly  to  the  victory. 

The  response  of  many  other  friends  was  most  gratifying  by 
reason  of  the  appreciation  shown  of  the  work  of  the  College 
hitherto,  and  of  the  significance  of  this  new  endowment,  and  by 
the  substantial,  and  in  some  cases,  notably  large  gifts  which  were 
made. 

Especially  courageous  and  inspiring  was  the  response  of  the 
citizens  of  Beloit  to  the  appeal  of  their  College.      In  face  of  the 
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prevailing  financial  depression,  they  undertook  to  raise  $  I  0,000, 
and  appointed  fifteen  committees  of  citizens  who,  after  them- 
selves subscribing  to  the  endowment,  canvassed  the  community 
with  an  energy  and  good-will  which  met  with  most  gratifying 
response,  so  that  the  difficult  effort  was  crowned  with  success. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  who  had  already 
been  so  great  a  benefactor  to  our  city  and  College,  announced 
that  he  would  give  toward  our  $200,000  the  last  $50,000,  to 
establish  a  Chair  of  Economics  and  Finance  in  honor  of  his  per- 
sonal friend,  Horace  White,  LL.  D.,  of  the  class  of  1853,  and 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Under  the  stimulus  of  this  splendid 
offer,  the  work  was  pushed  steadily  forward,  and  culminated  in 
Commencement  week,  so  that  we  were  able  to  state  on  Com- 
mencement day  that  the  entire  sum  had  been  pledged.  Both  the 
General  Education  Board,  whose  Secretary,  Dr.  Wallace  Butt- 
rick,  has  shown  a  generous  and  far-seeing  interest  in  the  success 
of  our  enterprise,  and  Mr.  Carnegie  have  paid  their  pledges  in 
full,  and  the  whole  $200,000  is  now  at  work  earning  interest 
which  is  sustaining  the  enlarged  activities  of  the  College. 

In  the  attainment  of  this  result,  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of 
the  College,  and  so  significant  for  its  future  development,  the 
warmest  appreciation  is  expressed  to  the  General  Education  Board 
and  to  Mr.  Carnegie  for  their  great  benefactions ;  to  our  staunch 
friend.  Dr.  D.  K.  Pearsons,  who  has  had  decisive  share  in  every 
forward  movement  of  the  College  for  nearly  twenty  years;  to  Mr. 
Victor  F.  Lawson;  to  Mr.  Z.  G.  Simmons  and  all  the  rest  of 
the  devoted  Board  of  Trustees;  to  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Ryland, 
Mr.  C.  B.  Scoville,  Mr.  Marshall  P.  Marsh,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Bates, 
Mr.  A.  B.  Church,  Mr.  M.  J.  Woodard  and  his  sons,  Mr. 
J.  N.  Field,  Mr.  G.  H.  Middlebrook,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Blackstone, 
Mrs.  Frederick  Billings,  Hon.  Isaac  Stephenson,  Mr.  A.  S. 
Baker,  Miss  Mary  Scranton,  Mr.  L.  G.  Fisher,  Mrs.  John 
Mayher.    Mrs.    C.    M.    Fiske,    Messrs.    A.    R.    Barnes,    J.    W. 
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Bradley,  F.  A.  Chadbourn,  Wm.  H.  Bunge,  A.  P.  Lovejoy, 
Abbott  Lawrence,  H.  L.  Palmer,  J.  M.  Pereles,  Ferdinand 
Schlesinger,  Thornton  Green,  August  H.  Vogel,  Fred  Vogel,  Jr., 
Ferris  Seymour,  Howard  Greene,  and  many  other  kind  friends, 
to  the  generous  citizens  of  Beloit;  to  the  scores  of  devoted 
Alumni;  to  the  enthusiastic  student-body  and  to  the  true-hearted 
Faculty  of  the  College.  All  of  these  had  indispensable  share  in 
the  great  undertaking,  and  to  each  of  them  is  due  the  credit  of 
the  outcome  in  which  we  are  all  rejoicing. 

TRUSTEES. 

There  were  few  changes  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  during  the 
year.  On  the  29th  of  June,  1907,  our  reverend  colleague, 
George  S.  F.  Savage,  D.  D.,  reached  the  age  of  nmety  years. 
A  few  of  us  had  the  privilege  of  celebrating  the  day  with  him 
and  Mrs.  Savage  in  their  home  m  Chicago.  Among  the  many 
expressions  of  honor  and  affection  made  on  the  occasion  the  fol- 
lowing minute  was  presented  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
College : 

Our  beloved  father  and  friend,  Rev.  G.  S.  F.  Savage,  D.  D.,  having 
reached  the  age  of  four  score  years  and  ten,  we  desire  to  put  on  record  and 
express  to  him  on  his  birthday,  June  29th,  our  appreciation  of  the  Hfe  work 
he  has  accomplished  and  our  gratitude  to  God  that  he  is  spared  to  link  our 
day  with  that  of  the  founders  of  the  College  and  to  give  us  the  benefit  of 
his  sagacious  counsel   and  h's  Christian   faith. 

For  sixty  years  he  has  had  a  prominent  part  in  the  religious  and  edu- 
cational developm.ent  of  the  interior.  His  important  share  in  the  great 
revival  in  Yale  College  during  his  student  days  and  his  ministrations  to  the 
soldiers  at  the  front  during  the  Civil  War  were  episodes  in  his  career  illus- 
trative  of   his    religious    and    patriotic    devotion. 

Becoming  a  Trustee  of  Beloit  College  in  1850  before  the  inaugura- 
tion of  President  Chapin  and  a  year  before  the  first  class  graduated,  he 
has  served  the  cause  of  Christian  education  here  with  noble  constancy  and 
devotion.  Flis  first  contribution  to  the  College  was  a  gift  of  $1C0  out  of 
a  salary  of  $500;  and  from  that  day  to  this  he  has  never  failed  to  do 
more   than   his   share   in   any   financial   effort  made   in   behalf   of    the   College. 
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During  all  these  years  he  has  been  absent  from  not  more  than  two  or  three 
annual  meetings  of  our  Board;  and  his  sound  judgment,  his  courageous 
spirit,   his  serene   temper   and  his   profound  convictions  have   endeared   him   to 

all   his   associates   and  given   unfailmg  Vv'eight    to   his   counsels. 

Having  served  two  generations  according  to  the  will  of  God,  may  he 
yet  be  spared  to  us  for  a  good  space  to  enjoy  the  results  of  his  labors  and 
to  give  us  wise  counsel  in  ours.  "Well  done  good  and  faithful  servant" 
is    the   utterance   of    the   conscience    and   heart   of    all   who   know   him. 

Mr.  Allen  P.  Lovejoy  of  Janesville,  Wis.,  was  elected  to 
membership  in  our  Board  of  Trustees,  June   1  6th,   1  908. 

FACULTY. 

In  the  place  of  Dr.  W.  S.  Davis,  who  had  accepted  a  call 
to  Oberlin,  Dr.  Royal  Brunson  Way  was  appointed  Assistant 
Professor  of  Political  Science  and  History.  Mr.  Way  grad- 
uated from  Albion  College  in  1 894.  He  received  the  degree 
of  Ph.  M.  from  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1 896,  and  was 
principal  of  the  High  Schools  at  Eaton  Rapids  and  Saginaw, 
Mich.,  1896-1902.  He  was  a  graduate  student  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wisconsin,  1902-3,  and  summers  of  1901-6,  receiving 
the  degree  of  Ph.  D.  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  1906. 
He  was  Instructor  in  History  at  Northwestern  University,  1903-6, 
from  which  position  he  was  called  to  Beloit.  Dr.  Way  has  fin- 
ished during  his  first  year  at  Beloit  an  extended  piece  of  inves- 
tigation (308  type-written  pages)  on  "Interna!  Improvements  in 
the  United  States,  1816-1840,"  for  the  Carnegie  Institution  for 
Research.  The  matter  will  be  incorporated  in  the  Economic 
History  of  the  United  States  which  is  being  prepared  by  the 
Carnegie  Institution,  and  which  is  to  consist  of  some  1  0  to  15  vol- 
umes. Dr.  Way  also  pubHshed  in  the  special  January  number  of 
the  Annals  of  the  American  Academy  of  Political  Science  de- 
voted to  "American  Waterways",  an  article  on  "Mississippi  Im- 
provements and  Traffic  Prospects". 
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To  give  adequate  development  to  the  Department  of  Physics, 
a  new  member  has  been  added  to  the  Faculty,  Dr.  Charles  Aaron 
Culver.  A  graduate  of  Carleton  College  in  1902,  Mr.  Culver 
was  Instructor  in  Science  in  the  High  Schools  at  Winnebago  and 
Mankato,  Minn.,  in  1902-4.  He  was  Frazer  Fellow  in  Physics 
in  the  Graduate  School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
1904-6,  and  Tyndale  Fellow  in  Physics,  1906-7,  receiving  the 
degree  of  Ph.  D.  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1907. 

Through  the  vigorous  and  well-directed  activities  of  Dr.  Cul- 
ver the  work  in  Physics  is  having  a  rapid  and  marked  develop- 
ment, the  details  of  which  are  given  in  a  subjoined  report. 

It  is  a  specially  gratifying  fact  that  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  College,  the  names  of  Alumni  have  been  this  year 
associated  with  chairs  of  instruction.  Two  of  the  earlier  grad- 
uates of  Beloit  have  been  thus  honored,  to  the  strengthening  of 
our  work  and  the  enriching  of  our  College  traditions.  Through 
the  munificence  and  personal  friendship  of  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie, 
our  Chair  of  Economics  and  Finance  is  henceforth  to  bear  the 
name  of  Horace  White,  of  the  class  of  1853,  whose  reputation 
as  publicist,  journaHst  and  man  of  letters  is  a  choice  asset  of  the 
College,  and  whose  name  the  College  is  fortunate  in  having  con- 
nected with  its  work  in  a  department  where  Dr.  White  has  been 
a  contributor  to  the  best  national  ideals.  It  is  also  a  felicitous 
circumstance  that  our  Horace  White  Chair  is  occupied  by  the 
only  son  of  President  Chapin,  under  whom  Horace  White  re- 
ceived his  early  training  in  sound  Economics  and  Finance  and 
much  of  his  early  impulse  toward  a  life  of  literary  activity. 

A  most  interesting  expression  of  the  affection  of  an  early 
graduate  for  his  Alma  Mater  has  been  made  by  the  wife  of  James 
Arbuckle  Brewster,  M'.  A.,  of  the  class  of  1854.  Mr.  Brewster 
was  a  student  in  Beloit  for  five  years,  spending  one  year  in  the 
preparatory  department  before  entering  College  in  1850.  He 
was   a   prominent   member   of   the   college   community,    and   held 
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high  rank  as  a  scholar.  He  was  one  of  the  founders,  in  1853, 
of  the  Beloit  College  Monthly,  (now  the  Round  Table,)  and 
was  the  senior  member  of  its  first  editorial  board.  His  life  was 
largely  devoted  to  teaching,  first  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and 
afterwards  in  Santa  Barbara,  California;  Biloxi,  Mississippi;  and 
Santa  Cruz,  Cahfornia,  where  later  he  was  publisher  and  press 
writer  until  his  death  in  1907.  His  experience  as  a  teacher  had 
impressed  upon  Mr.  Brewster  the  importance  of  good  physical  de- 
velopment as  a  preparation  for  an  effective  life.  He  had  some  cor- 
respondence on  the  subject  with  Dean  Collie  a  few  years  ago; 
after  his  death  a  memorandum  was  found  among  his  papers  which 
indicated  that  he  had  contemplated  making  some  provision  for  an 
endowment  in  Beloit  for  the  benefit  of  physical  training.  This 
thought  on  the  part  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Brewster  has  desired 
to  embody  in  a  permanent  form;  and  after  conference  with  Dr. 
Colhe,  she  has  indicated  her  purpose  to  establish  such  a  founda- 
tion in  Beloit  College.  On  being  informed  of  this  very  beautiful 
and  generous  intention,  the  Trustees  of  the  College  have  voted 
to  give  Mr.  Brewster's  name  to  the  Chair  of  Physical  Training. 
Thus  the  life  of  one  of  the  Alumni,  who  early  devoted  himself 
to  the  profession  of  teaching,  will  be  permanently  inwrought  into 
the  College  in  very  practical  and  vital  relation  to  all  its  future. 

To  this  Chair  of  Physical  Training,  including  the  charge  of 
the  Gymnasium,  we  have  called  Mr.  Dana  M.  Evans  of  Denver, 
Colorado.  Mr.  Evans  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Chelsea, 
Mass.  After  receiving  special  instruction  in  physical  culture 
from  Mr.  Robert  J.  Roberts,  Mr.  Evans  took  a  course  in  Anat- 
omy, Physiology  and  Hygiene  in  the  Boston  University  Medical 
School,  also  playing  on  the  foot-ball  and  base-ball  teams  of  the 
University.  In  1  894  he  became  Physical  Director  of  the  Ever- 
ett, Mass.,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  later  at  the  Manchester,  N.  H., 
gymnasium ;  in  1 900  he  was  appointed  Physical  Director  of  the 
Denver   Athletic   Club;    from   there    he   was    called    in    1905    to 
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Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  as  Instructor  in  Gymnastics, 
Wrestling  and  Basket-ball,  but  was  soon  recalled  to  Denver. 
His  experience  with  College  men  led  him  to  entertain  favorably 
the  call  to  Beloit,  and  he  enters  upon  his  work  here  with  the 
expectation  on  the  part  of  Faculty  and  students  that  his  coming 
marks  a  new  era  in  the  systematic  physical  training  of  our  young 
men.  Alumni  of  the  College,  resident  in  Chicago,  have  co- 
operated generously  in  making  possible  the  increased  expenditure 
for  the  Department  rendered  necessary  in  order  to  secure  Mr. 
Evans. 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  invaluable  service 
rendered  by  Dean  George  L.  Collie  as  Acting  President.  Dur- 
ing the  period  when  the  College  was  without  a  President,  and 
later  when  the  financial  effort  which  was  under  way  kept  the 
President  absent  from  Beloit  much  of  the  time.  Dr.  Collie's  de- 
votion, experienced  judgment  and  executive  ability  were  of  ut- 
most service  to  the  College.  In  these  responsibilities  he  had  the 
unfailing  co-operation  of  the  entire  Faculty,  to  all  of  whom  grate- 
ful recognition  is  due  for  the  strength  and  growth  of  the  institu- 
tion. 

CHRISTIAN  LIFE  OF  THE  COLLEGE. 

During  the  year  the  religious  activities  have  been  as  usual 
wholesome  and  fruitful.  At  the  opening  of  the  fall  term,  trains 
were  met  by  members  of  the  Christian  Associations,  who,  in 
extending  a  welcome  to  new  students  and  giving  them  practical 
information,  laid  the  foundation  for  helpful  friendships.  The 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Employment  Bureau  secured  work  for  many 
young  men. 

The  Bible  Study  and  Mission  Study  classes  were  well  or- 
ganized and  sustained  throughout  the  year.  The  Sunday  morn- 
ing meetings  of  the  young  men  at  8:45,  and  of  the  young  women 
at  9:30,  and  the  Conference  on  Wednesday  evenings  of  students 
and  Faculty  were  helpful  centers  of  Christian  thought  and  pur- 
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pose.  Rev.  John  Balcom  Shaw,  D.  D.,  of  Chicago,  gave  an 
inspiring  address  to  the  entire  College  on  the  Day  of  Prayer. 
Our  students  co-operated  during  the  year  in  some  evangelistic 
services  outside  of  Beloit,  besides  sharing  in  the  life  of  the  various 
churches  in  our  city. 

THE  BUSHNELL  MEMORIAL  PRIZE. 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  another  very  appropriate  memorial 
established  by  one  who  is  a  son  of  the  College,  and  also  a  son 
of  one  of  the  ever-revered  first  Faculty  of  the  institution.  Mr. 
S.  Morgan  Bushnell,  of  the  class  of  1888,  has  given  $1000 
to  found  the  Jackson  J.  Bushnell  prize  in  Mathematics,  in  honor 
of  his  father,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  the  class  of  1  84 1 ,  who  was 
Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Beloit  from  the  organizing  of  its 
Faculty  in  1  848  until  his  death  in  I  873.  Professor  BushnelFs 
devotion  to  the  educational  development  of  this  young  common- 
wealth, and  his  enthusiasm  for  Mathematical  science  are  thus 
felicitiously  commemorated  by  his  son,  and  brought  into  new 
and  fruitful  relation  to  the  future  life  of  the  College  into  whose 
foundations  his  own  Hfe  was  builded. 

NORTH  COLLEGE. 
This  building,  which,  since  the  early  days  of  the  College, 
has  done  good  service  as  a  dormitory,  was  transformed  in  the 
summer  of  1907  into  a  Recitation  Hall,  to  meet  the  imperative 
need  for  additional  class  rooms.  The  Departments  of  Biblical 
Literature,  English  Literature,  French,  History  and  Rhetoric  are 
thus  provided  with  convenient  and  well-lighted  rooms,  to  their 
great  relief  and  satisfaction. 


DEPARTMENTS  OF  INSTRUCTION 

The  following  details  of  the  work  of  the  year  are  taken 
from  reports  made  by  the  members  of  the  Faculty  in  charge  of 
the  several  departments: 
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ASTRONOMY  AND  THE  OBSERVATORY 

(Professor  Hamilton) 

The  work  of  the  department  of  Astronomy  and  the  conduct 
of  the  Observatory  at  the  present  time  are  an  outgrowth  of  condi- 
tions encountered  and  ideas  formed  by  the  Director  from  his  ex- 
perience of  the  last  six  years,  since  taking  charge  of  the  work  in 
September,  1902.  Ideas  which  he  had  when  entering  upon  the 
work,  and  which  originated  in  other  surroundings,  have  been  mod- 
ified to  suit  the  conditions  at  Beloit  College;  also,  conditions  at 
Beloit  have  greatly  changed  in  that  time,  notably  in  modification 
of  the  curriculum  and  broadening  of  other  departments,  which 
have  in  a  large  measure  necessitated  changes  in  the  work  of  this 
department. 

PURPOSES    OF    THE    OBSERVATORY. 

These  we  conceive  to  be  twofold :  1  st,  as  a  direct  aid  to  in- 
struction, which  may  take  the  form  of  illustration  of  Astonomical 
methods  of  work,  or  the  observation  of  objects  of  interest  in  the 
heavens;  2nd,  as  a  stimulus  to  the  instructor.  This  may  take  the 
form  of  enabling  him  to  keep  track  of  celestial  objects  and  so 
make  the  work  of  instruction  concrete,  or  it  may  help  him  to  fol- 
low the  work  of  the  larger  research  observatories  and  so  keep  up 
to  date  in  the  field  of  Astronomy. 

We  do  not  believe  the  circumstances  of  the  Observatory  are 
such  as  to  permit  of  systematic  research  work  being  carried  on. 
For  this  there  are  two  reasons :  ( 1  )  The  time  and  energy  of 
the  Director  are  largely  taken  up  with  teaching,  an  occupation 
not  consistent  with  observation  such  as  our  Observatory  is 
equipped  for  and  which  must  be  done  largely  at  night.  (2)  The 
large  number  of  lines  of  college  work  which  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
the  Director  in  connection  with  the  Mathematics  department  and 
on  committees  of  the  Faculty  renders  such  research  impracticable, 
even  were  he  so  inclined. 

COURSES    IN    ASTRONOMY. 

Experience  seems  to  show  that  the  regular  courses  offered 
from  year  to  year  should  consist  of  one  course  in  Elementary  De- 
scriptive Astronomy  for  the  first  semester,  followed  by  a  course  of 
one   semester   in    Modern   Astronomy    and   Astro-physics.      From 
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time  to  time  we  have  been  able  to  give  a  course  in   Navigation 
and  Engineering  Astronomy,  and  another  in  Celestial  Mechanics. 

EQUIPMENT. 

The  regular  income  of  the  Observatory  from  its  endowment 
has  been  sufficient  to  keep  the  instruments  in  good  repair  and  to 
add  some  modern  improvements.  In  the  winter  of  1906-7  a  new 
power  clock  for  the  Equatorial  was  installed  at  a  cost  of 
$250.00,  which  enables  us  to  use  the  instrument  in  many  ways 
before  impossible.  It  is  the  purpose  to  add  a  slow-motion  move- 
ment in  Right  Ascension  (at  a  cost  of  $175.00)  to  the  Equa- 
torial during  the  coming  year.  During  the  past  three  years  the 
department  has  been  equipped  with  a  complete  lantern  outfit  for 
projection  purposes  and  has  accumulated  something  over  300 
lantern  slides,  which  were  finally  catalogued  and  arranged  in 
proper  cases  the  past  summer.  Several  globes  have  been  added. 
In  addition  to  these  improvements  it  has  been  found  possible  to 
devote  funds  of  the  department  during  the  past  year  to  the  part 
purchase  of  equipment  and  instruments  for  Surveying,  to  the 
amount  of  about  $125.00.  At  the  present  time  the  department 
is  well  equipped  for  the  work  of  instruction  in  Astronomy;  and, 
with  the  improvements  in  immediate  prospect,  together  with  those 
which  the  income  will  enable  us  to  make  from  time  to  time  in  ad- 
dition to  necessary  repairs,  may  be  said  to  be  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

METHODS     OF     INSTRUCTION. 

The  Director  w^ould  call  attention  to  the  changed  conditions 
in  the  curriculum  of  the  College  in  the  last  few  years — changes 
which  have  forced  great  modifications  in  the  work  of  instruction 
in  this  department,  and  have  effectually  limited  the  number  taking 
the  work.  During  the  incumbency  of  the  late  Professor  Bacon, 
Astronomy  was  a  required  subject  in  the  Senior  year  of  every 
student.  At  the  close  of  Professor  Bacon's  connection  with  the 
department,  Astronomy  was  made  elective,  and  about  the  same 
time  Physics  and  Sophomore  Mathematics  were  made  elective.  The 
latter  are  prerequisites  to  such  courses  as  had  always  been  offered 
in  Astronomy.  Thus,  while  the  numbers  taking  Astronomy  were 
reduced  by  its  being  made  an  elective,  at  the  same  time  the  num- 
ber was  also  reduced  by  the  fact  that  many  were  not  prepared  in 
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Mathematics  and  Physics.  This  condition  was  intensified  in 
1903-4,  when  all  Mathematics  was  made  elective.  The  result  of 
all  these  changes  in  the  college  curriculum  has  been  to  compel  a 
modification  of  the  Astronomy  courses  and  has  caused  the  number 
of  students  taking  the  work  to  bear  a  much  smaller  ratio  to  the 
whole  number  than  formerly. 

The  numbers  taking  Astronomy  vary  greatly  from  year  to 
year.  Since  the  year  1 902"3  there  have  been  from  I  2  to  60  in 
the  work  each  year. 

In  this  connection  we  would  say  that  the  recent  growth  of  the 
Physics  department  and  the  broadening  of  the  Mathematics  work 
bid  fair  to  increase  preparation  for  work  in  Astronomy,  and  some 
results  of  this  are  already  apparent.  In  collaboration  with  the 
department  of  Physics,  the  department  is  arranging  a  course  in 
Astrophysics,  for  which  there  is  some  demand. 


BIBLICAL    LITERATURE. 

(Professor  Blaisdell) 

Practically  the  same  courses  have  been  given  the  past  year  as 
have  formerly  been  found  desirable.  It  has  been  the  constant  aim 
of  the  department  to  arrange  courses  not  so  much  in  the  interest  of 
specialization  as  for  the  information  and  equipment  of  the  average 
man.  The  co-operation  of  the  whole  College  to  that  end  has 
been  most  generous.  The  work  of  the  department  has  also  been 
strengthened  by  the  recent  gift  of  $  1 ,000,  the  income  of  which 
will  be  available  for  increased  equipment.  For  the  present  this 
will  be  used  for  illustrative  material,  but  ultimately  will  be  avail- 
able for  laying  the  foundations  of  a  museum  of  religious  para- 
phernaha  and  antiquities. 


BIOLOGY. 

(Professor  Densmore) 

The  work  in  the  department  last  year  was  greatly  facilitated 
by  the  addition  of  the  new  laboratory  for  General  Biology  and 
Zoology  which  was  fitted  up  in  the  room  formerly  occupied  by 
the  Logan  Museum.  The  large  classes  in  General  Biology, 
which  number  yearly   from    75    to  90   students,   necessitated   the 
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expansion  of  the  department.  The  old  laboratories  are  now  re- 
served for  advanced  students,  who  use  them  for  individual  work 
at  all  hours  of  the  day.  This  has  resulted  in  a  distinct  gain  in 
the  spirit  and  in  the  content  of  the  work  done  by  upper  classmen. 
Three  things  are  needed  to  make  the  department  what  it  should 
be  in  a  college  like  Beloit. 

1 .  A  laboratory  assistant  is  needed,  who  should  be  present 
at  all  hours  of  the  day  to  assist  and  encourage  students  in  indi- 
vidual work.  Students  are  coming  to  use  the  laboratories  more 
and  more  out  of  class  hours,  and  they  need  aid  and  encourage- 
ment. This  work  now  devolves  on  the  professors  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  encroach  seriously  on  their  time  for  preparation  of 
lectures  and  the  necessary  administrative  work  of  the  head  of  the 
department.  It  will  be  imperative  that  I  be  relieved  in  the  near 
future  from  the  drudgery  of  laboratory  work,  or  from  the  admin" 
istrative  duties  involved  in  the  campaign  for  a  Freshman  class. 
This  latter  work  should  be  begun  now  and  pushed  for  the  rest 
of  the  year,  but  I  have  practically  no  time  in  which  to  attend  to 
this  important  matter.  I  have  two  large  divisions  in  General 
Biology  and  two  advanced  classes.  Miss  Kilbourn  assists  me 
forenoons.  Professor  Risser  has  three  classes  in  Zoology  and 
Physiology,  w^hich  are  enough  to  occupy  his  time,  although  he 
gives  us  some  assistance  in  Biology.  The  increase  of  students 
brings  in  its  train  the  need  for  more  help. 

2.  A  number  of  men,  probably  ten  or  twelve  each  year,  are 
anxious  to  secure  a  course  in  General  Bacteriology  as  a  prepara- 
tion for  Medicine  and  for  general  culture.  The  fitting  up  of  a 
laboratory  in  the  third  story  of  Science  Hall  and  its  equipment 
would  cost  from  $300  to  $400.  The  fees  of  the  department  are 
so  largely  drawn  upon  for  increase  in  equipment  with  the  increase 
in  students  that  the  department  cannot  equip  this  laboratory. 
Students  are  now  asking  for  this  course  for  next  year.  I  hesitate 
to  inaugurate  this  course  until  we  are  assured  of  an  assistant, 
although  it  is  important  for  holding  our  upper  classmen. 

3.  For  the  best  work  in  Botany  for  teachers  and  for  gen- 
eral students,  a  small  plant  house  for  growing  plants  and  for  ex- 
periments should  be  added  to  the  present  laboratories.  This  could 
be  built  over  a  portion  of  the  auditorium  or  on  the  third  floor  of 
the  building.     The  cost  would  be  $300  or  $400.      The  tenden- 
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cies  in  Biology  are  toward  practical  work  with  trees,  for  foresters, 
and  toward  experimental  work  for  teachers.  Our  work  would 
be  more  effective,  more  modern  and  more  interesting  with  the 
addition  of  this  small  growing-house,  which  could  be  directly 
heated  from  the  heating  plant  without  extra  expense. 


CHEMISTRY. 

(Professor  E.  G.  Smith.) 

In  general,  the  work  of  the  department  of  Chemistry  has 
been  carried  on  essentially  as  outlined  in  the  College  catalogue, 
with  no  additional  courses  durmg  the  year.  The  principal  work 
was  done  with  the  first-year  students  in  General  Chemistry. 
About  eighty  elected  this  course,  one-third  of  whom  were  upper 
classmen,  who  had  not  taken  the  course  earlier.  With  such  a 
large  election,  it  was  necessary  to  divide  the  class  into  three  sec- 
tions, thus  drawing  heavily  on  the  time  of  the  instructors,  as  the 
work  was  based  on  laboratory  hours,  about  one-half  of  the  time 
being  devoted  to  laboratory  work,  and  the  other  half  to  recita- 
tion and  lecture  work.  One  of  the  divisions  I  carried  myself,  and 
the  other  two  were  carried  by  Dr.  Howard  Smith.  It  was 
difficult  to  arrange  the  work  satisfactorily,  as  some  of  the  stu- 
dents had  had  elementary  courses  in  the  high  schools  before  com- 
ing to  College.  However,  a  solution  was  found  for  this  difficulty, 
which  worked  out  fairly  well,  viz. :  All  students  who  had  had 
the  work  before,  were  placed  in  one  division  and  given  a  more 
advanced  text  book.  By  this  method,  the  laboratory  work  did 
not  duplicate  what  had  been  done  before;  and  I  selected  and 
devised  a  series  of  experiments  largely  of  a  quantitative  character 
which  supplemented  what  had  been  done  previously.  Many  of 
the  simpler  things  of  the  science  were  therefore  assumed,  so  that 
we  discussed  the  whole  subject  in  a  broader  and  more  compre- 
hensive manner  than  is  possible  with  mere  beginners.  The  Gen- 
eral Chemistry  will  always  be  the  principal  course  given  by  the 
department,  and  must  be  done  thoroughly. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  carried  courses  in  Quantitative 
Analysis,  Organic  Chemistry,  Sanitary  Chemistry  and  a  Teach- 
ers* course,  one  hour  the  second  semester.  Dr.  Howard  Smith 
carried  two  divisions  of  General  Chemistry,  a  course  in  Physical 
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Chemistry  and  a  class  in  Qualitative  Analysis.  I  wish  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  testify  to  how  much  we  owe  Dr.  Smith  for  the 
efficiency  with  which  he  has  discharged  all  duties  required  of  him; 
without  his  hearty  co-operation,  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  any 
justice  to  the  demands  made  on  the  department. 

ADDITIONS    TO     THE     EQUIPMENT. 

During  the  year  some  substantial  permanent  additions  have 
been  made  to  the  equipment  of  the  laboratories.  In  all,  about 
$300.00  was  expended  in  larger  permanent  pieces  of  apparatus, 
noteworthy  among  which  is  a  Parr  Calorimeter  for  heating  values 
of  fuels,  a  fine  new  Polariscope,  Molecular  Weight  and  Density 
apparatus,  one  set  of  new  Balances,  and  minor  graduated  spec- 
ial pieces  of  about  $75.00  in  value.  It  is  the  plan  to  add  such 
special  apparatus,  year  by  year,  as  funds  of  the  laboratory  will 
admit.  We  must  have  pieces  of  this  sort  to  develop  the  Physical 
Chemistry  department,  which  has  become  so  important  within  the 
last  ten  years. 

REQUIREMENTS. 

In  general,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  department  has  fairly 
outgrown  its  quarters  in  the  north  wing  of  Science  Hall.  All  of 
the  tables  have  at  least  three  different  kinds  of  laboratory  work 
upon  them,  which  leads  to  confusion  in  the  work,  and  between 
classes.  The  result  is,  that  the  laboratories  get  hard  usage,  and 
they  are  crowded  to  the  fullest  capacity  most  of  the  time,  making 
it  very  difficult  to  keep  them  clean  and  reasonably  in  order.  The 
ventilation  is  imperfect,  and  as  the  laboratories  have  been  in  con~ 
stant  use  since  1 893,  the  fittings  are  getting  old  and  worn  with 
service.  More  room  must  be  provided  in  some  way,  though  with 
the  expansion  of  the  other  science  work  of  the  College  this  pre- 
sents a  rather  difficult  problem.  I  would  suggest,  however,  that 
as  the  Auditorium  is  used  very  little  at  present,  it  might  be  over- 
hauled for  a  laboratory  for  advanced  students,  or  for  beginners, 
and  the  basement  might  be  arranged  for  a  store  room  and  the 
present  store  room  also  be  utilized  for  laboratory  purposes. 

The  department  for  some  years  will  probably  be  taxed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  College,  as  the  physical  sciences  are  de- 
manded by  young  men  especially.  I  would  respectfully  ask  that 
the  matter  be  referred  to  a  committee  to  work  out  what  it  may  be 
possible  to  do  under  present  conditions. 
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ECONOMICS. 
(Professor  Chapin.) 

The  professor  in  charge  of  this  department  returned  to  his 
work  in  the  fall  of  1907,  after  enjoying  the  advantages  of  a 
year's  leave  of  absence.  He  is  glad  to  testify  to  the  new  zest  in 
teaching  which  such  a  period  of  study  and  research  brings,  as  well 
as  to  the  satisfaction  that  is  found  in  doing  a  little  constructive 
work  on  one's  own  account. 

It  may  be  noted  in  passing  that  the  period  of  monetary  strin- 
gency and  business  depression  was  probably  more  useful  to  this 
department  than  to  any  other,  for  it  quickened  interest  in  more 
than  one  topic  of  instruction,  and  gave  a  keen  edge  to  the  discus- 
sions of  the  class  in  Money  and  Banking,  which  happened  to  meet 
during  the  fall  of  1907. 

A  more  lasting  and  important  stimulus  to  the  work  of  the 
department  has  come  in  the  association  of  the  honored  name  of 
Dr.  Horace  White  with  the  endowment  provided  by  Mr.  Car" 
negie  for  the  chair  of  Economics  and  Finance.  It  is  at  once  an 
honor  and  a  responsibility  to  occupy  a  chair  that  bears  his  name. 

The  assignment  of  the  courses  in  Political  Science  to  another 
instructor  has  made  it  possible  to  lengthen  by  an  added  half-year 
the  course  in  Sociology  and  Social  Problems,  and  with  the  trans- 
ference to  Professor  Way  of  the  courses  in  American  History 
new  courses  will  be  offered  in  Industrial  Corporations  and  the 
Financial  History  of  the  United  States.  A  welcome  supplement 
to  the  work  in  Economics  proper  is  the  addition  of  two  courses  to 
be  given  next  year,  namely.  Commercial  Geography,  by  Professor 
Collie,  and  Commercial  Law,  by  Judge  C.  D.  Rosa,  of  the  Class 
of  '98.  With  the  addition  of  these  courses  it  is  believed  that  Be- 
loit  offers  opportunity  for  as  large  a  measure  of  speciaHzed  prep- 
aration for  men  looking  forward  to  a  business  career  as  is  com- 
patible with  the  maintenance  of  her  standards  of  general  liberal 
culture. 

During  his  year  of  absence,  the  professor  of  Economics  was 
engaged  in  an  investigation  of  the  standard  of  living  in  New  York 
City.  The  work  was  undertaken  under  appointment  as  secretary 
of  a  committee  of  the  New  York  State  Conference  of  Charities, 
and  carried  on  by  means  of  funds  contributed  for  the  purpose. 
Detailed  reports  of  family  receipts  and  expenditures  were  secured 
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through  paid  visitors  from  several  hundred  famiHes  with  incomes 
between  five  hundred  and  eleven  hundred  dollars,  and  the  results 
were  tabulated  and  combined  so  as  to  show  what  a  family  has 
that  manages  to  make  both  ends  meet  on  six  hundred  dollars  a 
year,  on  seven  hundred,  and  so  on. 

The  work  of  gathering  the  data  occupied  the  spring  and 
summer  of  1907.  A  preliminary  summary  of  results  was  made 
to  the  Conference  in  November  of  that  year,  and  a  more  elabor- 
ate analysis  and  discussion  of  the  data  has  been  made  in  the 
present  year,  which  is  now  (November,  1908)  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer.  The  results  seem  to  show  that  in  New  York  City, — 
doubtless  the  most  expensive  place  in  the  country, — a  family  can 
scarcely  be  expected  to  maintain  the  American  standards  of  de" 
cency  and  physical  efficiency  on  less  than  eight  hundred  dollars  a 
year.  The  final  report  has  been  accepted,  in  connection  with 
other  work  done  in  Columbia  University,  as  fulfilling  the  require- 
ments for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy. 


ENGLISH    LITERATURE    AND    RHETORIC. 

(Professor  Chase) 

At  last  the  departments  of  English  Literature  and  Rhetoric, 
vagrant  for  so  long,  and  dependent  for  temporary  quarters  on  the 
courtesy  or  the  sufferance  of  other  departments,  have  secured  a 
permanent  home.  The  remodelling  of  North  College  has  pro- 
vided excellent  accommodations  for  Rhetoric  and  Public  Speak- 
ing on  the  third  floor,  and  for  English  Literature  on  the  second 
floor.  A  new  room  for  theme-consultation,  in  connection  with 
the  Rhetoric  recitation-room,  at  once  relieves  the  Library  building 
of  an  intruder,  and  affords  far  greater  convenience  to  the  instruct- 
ors than  was  possible  in  the  Library;  a  large  wall-case  affords 
room  for  filing  the  themes  of  over  150  students. 

The  Enghsh  Literature  room  has  been  enriched  during  tiie 
year  by  the  hanging  of  four  beautiful  pictures  upon  its  walls. 
Three  of  these  are  the  sections  of  Sewell's  frieze  of  *'The  Can- 
terbury Pilgrims",  given  two  years  ago  by  the  class  of  1904,  but 
only  recently  framed.  The  fourth  is  an  excellent  photograph  of 
Canterbury  Cathedral,  given  by  a  friend  of  the  College,  and 
framed  as  a  gift  from  the  Enghsh  Club,  which  has  used  the  room 
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for  its  meetings.      These  pictures   are  a   fitting  adornment  to  the 
room,  and  a  valuable  addition  to  the  resources  of  teaching. 

The  teaching  force  of  the  departments  has  remained  un- 
changed, except  in  the  case  of  the  assistant  in  rhetoric.  Miss 
Jeannette  E.  Sayre,  who  filled  this  position  in  1906-1907,  re- 
signed at  the  end  of  that  year  to  take  charge  of  the  English  work 
of  the  High  School  in  Wausau,  Wis. ;  her  place  was  taken  by 
Miss  Helen  L.  Carman  (Beloit  College,  1907).  Both  these 
young  women  have  shown  devotion  and  high  ability  in  the  work 
of  theme-correction. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  Mr.  Harry  T.  Baker,  engaged 
the  previous  year  as  instructor  in  English  Literature  and  German, 
was  relieved  of  his  work  in  German,  and  raised  to  the  rank  of 
assistant  professor.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent  traming,  of  high 
standards  of  scholarship  and  taste,  and  of  large  efficiency.  Dur- 
ing the  year,  he  has  had  entire  charge  of  the  Freshman  course  in 
English  Literature,  and  has  given  three  elective  courses  for  Ju- 
niors and  Seniors;  two  of  these,  in  Browning  (two  hours)  and  in 
Victorian  Prose  (two  hours),  are  new  courses.  His  work  is  en- 
tirely successful,  and  he  is  a  source  of  strength  to  the  department. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  Mr.  George  B.  Hotchkiss,  for  two 
years  instructor  in  Rhetoric,  resigned  his  position  to  take  a  similar 
one,  with  larger  salary  and  wider  opportunity,  at  New  Yorl 
University.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  an  unusual  man,  whose  worL 
has  been  of  permanent  value  in  establishing  the  department  of 
Rhetroic  on  a  broad  and  firm  foundation.  He  was  possessed  of 
enthusiasm  and  imagination  in  a  rare  degree.  I  regret  deeply 
that  we  were  not  able  to  hold  him  in  Beloit;  such  men  are  not 
easily  to  be  found,  and  when  once  established  in  Beloit,  should 
not  be  allowed  to  slip  away  without  a  strong  effort  to  retain  their 
services.  It  is  my  conviction  that  the  work  of  the  department  of 
Rhetoric  is  of  such  importance,  and  makes  such  demands  upon 
the  instructor,  that  it  is  not  fair,  and  will  not  long  be  possible,  to 
keep  it  in  a  subordinate  position.  Only  by  raising  the  instructor- 
ship  in  this  subject  to  an  assistant-professorship  can  we  hope  to 
secure  and  hold  men  of  the  ability  and  energy  requisite  for  the 
successful  prosecution  of  this  work  of  fundamental  importance. 

During  the  year,  Mr.  Hotchkiss  gave,  in  addition  to  the 
courses  of  the  preceding  year,  a  one-hour  course  in  Verse  Com- 
position and  a  two-hour  course  in  Journalistic  Writing.      The  lat- 
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ter  made  a  very  strong  appeal  to  the  students,  of  whom  22  upper- 
class  men  and  one  woman  elected  the  course.  During  the  year, 
the  class  took  over  the  Dail^  Free  Press  for  twenty-four  hours, 
and  got  out  a  complete  Saturday  issue  of  the  paper,  under  Mr. 
Hotchkiss's  editorship;  £or  this  unusual  opportunity  the  warm 
thanks  of  the  College  are  due  to  the  management  of  the  Free 
Press. 

My  own  courses  have  been  carried  on  as  usual,  with  two 
additions;  a  three-hour  course  in  the  Enghsh  Drama,  exclusive 
of  Shakespeare,  and  a  one-hour  course  in  Bibliography,  followed 
by  a  one-hour  Seminar  course,  required  of  English  majors  in  their 
Senior  year.  The  course  in  Bibliography  is  an  attempt  at  giving 
students  practical  instruction  in  the  character  and  the  use  of  the 
more  important  tools  of  the  literary  student.  The  Seminar,  de- 
voted the  past  year  to  the  English  and  Scottish  Popular  Ballads, 
is  intended  to  give  major  students  in  the  department  a  little  taste 
of  the  methods  and  results  of  literary  study  of  a  type  more  ma- 
ture than  that  of  the  ordinary  courses.  In  connection  with  this 
course  each  student  prepared  a  thesis,  based  on  original  research 
of  an  elementary  sort. 

Aside  from  the  work  of  the  classes,  the  most  important  event 
of  the  year  in  the  English  department  is  the  annual  play  of  the 
Shakespeare  society.  From  small  beginnings,  with  indoor  per- 
formances for  a  very  limited  audience,  the  Society  has  during  the 
past  four  years  achieved  increasing  success  in  the  presentation  of 
Shakespeare's  plays  out  of  doors,  on  "As  You  Like  It  Hill", 
below  the  Observatory.  As  regards  both  beauty  of  stage  effect 
and  intelligence  of  interpretation,  the  production  of  "The  Tem- 
pest'* in  June,  1908,  was  the  best  piece  of  work  yet  done  by  the 
Society.  The  repetition  of  the  play  on  Monday  of  Commence- 
ment week  was  a  beautiful  addition  to  the  festivities  of  the  season ; 
it  was  seen  by  about  650  spectators.  It  is  the  hope  of  many 
that  these  renditions  of  Shakespeare's  masterpieces,  adding  as 
they  do  an  element  of  art  and  color,  may  be  made  a  permanent 
feature  of  the  Commencement  programme. 

The  year  has  been  punctuated  by  a  public  celebration  of  the 
centenary  of  the  birth  of  the  poet  Whittier,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  English  Club,  with  an  address  by  Professor  J.  F.  A.  Pyre, 
of  the  University  of  Wisconsin;  by  the  annual  visit  of  the  Ben 
Greet  Company  of  English  Players,  who  presented  Shakespeare's 
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**Julius  Caesar"  as  an  afternoon  performance,  and  **Romeo  and 
Juliet"  in  the  evening;  and  by  a  lecture  on  "The  Making  of  a 
Newspaper"  by  Mr.  Edwin  L.  Shuman,  of  the  Chicago  Record' 
Herald.  All  of  these  occasions  were  a  source, of  pleasure  and 
instruction  to  many;  the  Ben  Greet  performances  resulted  in  a 
profit  to  the  department  of  $96.00,  which  was  applied,  as  usual, 
to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  College  library. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  speak  of  the  steady  and  gratifying 
growth  of  the  library  collection  in  the  field  of  English  literature. 
The  library  needs  of  the  department  are,  from  the  nature  of  its 
work,  larger  and  more  imperative  than  those  of  any  other;  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  the  term  **literature",  all  books  are  its  province. 
The  books  required  in  connection  with  the  definite  hnes  of  study 
followed  in  the  College  can  be  provided  from  the  funds  and  ap- 
propriations at  the  disposal  of  the  department.  But  it  is  very 
desirable  that  special  funds  be  created,  from  the  income  of  which 
there  might  be  built  up  collections  of  American  literature,  of  the 
best  fiction  which  appears  from  year  to  year,  and  which  ought 
to  be  made  accessible  to  our  students,  of  biography  and  memoirs — 
to  say  nothing  of  more  remote  fields,  such  as  travel,  in  which  the 
library  is  notably  weak.  I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  a 
number  of  publishers  who  have,  at  my  request,  presented  to  the 
library  selections  from  their  publications  for  use  in  connection  with 
the  course  in  Bibliography ;  these  gifts,  amounting  to  nearly  a 
hundred  volumes,  are  among  the  important  accessions  of  the  year. 

It  may  be  worth  mention  that  the  head  of  the  department  of 
Enghsh  Literature  was  instrumental,  in  the  fall  of  1907,  in 
forming  an  association  of  the  English  Teachers  of  the  state.  This 
association  promises  to  be  of  great  value  in  the  development  of 
the  English  work  of  the  secondary  schools  of  the  state.  The  fact 
that  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  class  of  1908  have  secured  posi- 
tions as  teachers  of  English  shows  the  propriety  of  Beloit's  lead- 
ership in  this  movement. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  speak  of  two  definite  needs.  The  first 
is  for  a  moderate  appropriation — which  should  be  annual,  to  be 
of  the  greatest  usefulness — for  the  purchase  of  slides  for  use  in 
the  lectures  of  the  department.  If  each  of  the  instructors  could 
be  thus  enabled  to  present  one  new  illustrated  lecture  to  his 
classes  each  year,  the  resources  and  the  power  of  the  department 
would  be  materially  increased. 
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The  second  looks  toward  the  future.  If  incoming  classes  are 
to  be  as  large  as  the  class  of  1912,  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase 
the  number  of  sections  in  the  Freshman  classes  in  both  Enghsh 
literature  and  rhetoric.  At  present  the  class  in  rhetoric  num- 
bers 150,  in  four  sections;  the  class  in  English  literature  over  120, 
in  three  sections.  Each  class  should  have  one  additional  section, 
if  the  best  results  are  to  be  obtained.  This  will,  however,  be 
possible  only  by  increasing  materially  the  amount  of  assistance  in 
reading  themes.  Such  an  increase  will  probably  be  necessary  for 
the  year  1909-1910. 


GEOLOGY. 

During  the  year  the  following  courses  have  been  given,  the 
number  in  each  course  being  appended: 

Physiography,  30  students. 

Evolution  of  Animals,  29  students. 

Archaeology,  43  students. 

In  earth-sciences,  there  is  a  decided  tendency  on  the  part  of 
students  to  ask  for  courses  dealing  with  man's  relations  to  the 
earth,  rather  than  for  those  dealing  with  the  processes  by  which 
the  earth  has  been  formed;  that  is,  the  tendency  is  toward  the 
geographic  rather  than  the  geologic  sciences.  The  demand  is  so 
great  that  the  instructor  in  Geology  has  been  impelled  to  offer 
for  the  coming  year,  a  course  in  Commercial  Geography,  which 
deals  largely  with  the  economic  materials  of  the  earth  and  their 
application  to  the  needs  and  uses  of  men.  In  some  respects  it 
would  be  wiser,  in  compliance  with  the  modern  demands,  to  make 
the  work  of  the  department  as  largely  geographical  as  geological. 

If  there  is  to  be  any  notable  change  in  the  direction  noted, 
there  will  need  to  be  a  large  expenditure  for  books  and  illus- 
trative material.  The  department  is  well  equipped  for  college 
work  in  Geology,  but  not  for  similar  work  in  Geography. 

Historically,  the  department  of  Geology  has  been  a  very  im- 
portant one  at  Beloit.  The  instructor  is  in  full  sympathy  with 
those  who  have  preceded  him  in  their  efforts  to  place  the  science 
on  a  par  with  others,  to  give  it  the  place  which  its  importance  de- 
mands and  to  teach  the  science  for  its  own  sake  and  for  the  sake 
of  the  peculiar  training  it  affords.  Nevertheless  another  day  in 
education  has   dawned   and   the   instructor   believes   that   with   all 
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of  his  loyalty  to  Geology,  he  must  listen  to  the  new  demands  and 
that  in  some  way  the  geographical  side  of  the  earth-sciences  must 
be  presented  as  well  as  the  geological.  As  there  is  but  one  in- 
structor for  Geography  and  Geology,  it  is  necessary,  if  courses  in 
Geography  are  to  be  added,  that  courses  in  Geology  shall  be 
dropped.  In  accordance  with  this  necessity,  it  is  proposed  to  offer 
but  three  courses  in  Geology ;  namely,  one  in  General  Geology, 
one  in  Physiography,  and  one  in  Historical  Geology,  in  which  the 
development  of  animals  shall  be  particularly  emphasized. 


GREEK    LITERATURE    AND    ART. 

(Professor  Wright) 

The  enrollment  of  students  in  this  department  numbers  about 
1 60  during  the  year,  or  about  one-half  that  number  for  each 
semester.  The  number  of  elections  has  been  for  the  past  few 
years  much  larger  in  the  courses  in  Classic  Art  and  Greek  Litera- 
ture in  English  than  in  the  courses  in  the  Greek  Language.  This 
is  a  reversal  of  the  conditions  of  ten  years  ago;  for  example,  at 
that  time  the  regular  Freshman  Homer  course  usually  enrolled 
from  twenty  to  thirty  members,  while  the  course  in  Classic  Art 
had  less  than  twelve;  at  present  the  course  in  the  History  of  Art 
has  fifty-five  members,  and  the  Homer  class  but  eight.  A  result 
is  that  while  perhaps  more  of  our  students  than  ever  before  are, 
with  mterest,  studying  in  semester  courses  the  best  things  of  Hel- 
lenic culture,  yet  the  number  taking  the  long,  laborious,  and  more 
effective  courses  in  Greek  language  and  literature  is  discouraging- 
ly  small.  This  is  a  state  of  thmgs  noted  m  all  western  mstitu- 
tions;  indeed  Beloit  has  been  one  of  the  last  to  be  affected  by  the 
falling  off  of  numbers  in  the  regular  Greek  courses.  The  depart- 
ment, with  the  aid  and  interest  of  other  departments,  is  hoping 
to  draw  into  its  work  promising  students  of  literary  tastes  who 
might  be  most  benefited  by  long  Greek  courses. 

Since  but  few  of  the  secondary  schools  of  the  west  are  now 
giving  elementary  Greek,  preparatory  to  College  entrance,  Beloit 
has  been  for  some  years  offering  to  college  students  the  oppor- 
tunity of  beginning  Greek.  Such  a  course  was  taken  last  year 
by  three  Freshmen,  this  year  by  eight.  This  opportunity  is  es- 
pecially  appreciated  by  students  preparing  for  the   ministry,   and 
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ought  to  be  of  benefit  to   many  students   of   a   distinctly   literary 
turn  of  mind. 

For  students  who  have  no  knowledge  of  Greek  the  course  in 
Greek  Literature  in  Translation  is  being  developed.  For  such 
work  and  for  the  large  class  in  Greek  and  Renaissance  Art  new 
books  and  illustrative  material  are  constantly  needed.  For  many 
years  the  Library  was  unable  to  make  any  additions  of  books  for 
the  Greek  department ;  recently  the  repeated  liberalities  of  Dr. 
Horace  White  have  made  possible  the  addition  of  valuable 
books. 

Beside  the  extensive  collections  in  the  Art  Hall  there  is  also 
at  hand  for  the  aid  of  the  work  in  Classic  Art  valuable  material 
purchased  from  the  Greek  Play  funds  of  a  series  of  years.  The 
value  of  many  hundred  dollars  is  shown  in  the  series,  nearly 
complete,  of  the  FurtTDaengler-Reichhold  Griechische  Vasenmalerei 
and  the  Bruckmann-Arndt  Denl^maeler  Griechischer  und  Roem- 
ischer  Sculpiur.  A  sum  of  about  $50  a  year  is  needed  to  keep  up 
these  subscriptions.  Also  from  the  Greek  Play  funds  and  from 
private  contributions  there  has  been  purchased  a  good  nucleus  for 
a  collection  of  lantern-slides.  From  $50.00  to  $100.00  should 
be  spent  on  this  collection  each  year,  until  the  field  of  the  lectures 
on  Art  is  fairly  covered. 

A  stimulus  to  good  work  in  the  Department  of  Greek  is  rec- 
ognized in  the  Emerson  prize  which,  given  by  the  thoughtful  gen- 
erosity of  Mrs.  Joseph  Emerson,  keeps  in  the  mind  of  the  student 
body  year  after  year  the  most  honored  name  of  the  first  head  of 
the  Greek  Department. 

Beloit  has  a  record  of  a  series  of  Greek  Play  renditions  cov- 
ering a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years.  This  unique  tradition, 
not  rivalled  by  any  other  American  institution,  was  continued  last 
spring  when  a  devoted  and  enthusiastic  body  of  young  men  and 
women  gave  a  scholarly  performance  of  the  Alcestis  of  Euripides. 
The  college  and  the  townspeople  show  appreciation  of  these  ren- 
ditions as  a  helpful  form  of  university  extension.  The  Music 
Department  shares  with  the  Greek  Department  the  labor  of  these 
dramatic  productions.  Hereafter  they  may  not  be  given  more 
often  than  once  in  two  years,  but  should  have  a  place  preserved 
for  them  in  the  growing  complexity  of  student  activities. 
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HISTORY. 
(Professor  Richardson) 

In  the  Report  of  the  History  Department  pubhshed  in  March, 
1907,  attention  was  called  to  the  need  of  permanent  quarters 
for  the  Department,  and  of  further  Library  equipment,  particu- 
larly in  the  matter  of  Enghsh  and  Mediaeval  History  Documents. 
During  the  school  year  1907-^8  the  former  need  has  been  met,  at 
least  for  the  immediate  present,  by  the  provision  of  a  pleasant 
room  on  the  second  floor  of  North  College.  The  latter  need 
still  subsists,  and  is  the  more  felt  because  of  increasing  difficulty  in 
keeping  up  with  current  literature. 

The  work  in  History  would  at  times  be  strengthened  by  hav- 
ing a  stereopticon  at  the  immediate  disposal  of  the  teacher.  As 
the  Departments  of  History,  Political  Science  and  Economics  are 
now  housed  under  the  same  roof,  it  is  suggested  that  it  would 
be  feasible  for  them  to  join  in  the  use  of  the  same  instrument, 
could  such  be  procured.  A  fund  for  slides  would  of  course  be 
needed  in  addition.  A  few  sHdes  are  already  at  our  disposal, 
both  in  American  and  in  Mediaeval  History,  in  the  latter  case 
through  the  co-operation  of  the  Art  Hall.  In  neither  case,  how- 
ever, do  the  slides  belong  to  the  department. 

At  the  end  of  the  School  Year  1906-1907,  the  department 
suffered  what  might  have  proved  a  serious  setback  in  the  resig- 
nation of  Dr.  W.  S.  Davis,  who  embodied  in  a  pecuHarly  feHci- 
tous  way  the  ideals  of  the  College,  but  who  has  accepted  an 
Assistant-Professorship  at  Oberhn. 

Dr.  Davis  was  particularly  interested  in  Ancient  History. 
The  College  may  congratulate  itself  in  having  secured  in  Assist- 
ant Professor  Way  an  especially  enthusiastic  student  of  American 
History, — which  is,  after  all,  the  subject  which  the  College  par- 
ticularly needs  to  have  developed.  Mr.  Way  comes  to  us  from 
a  highly  successful  work  as  Instructor  in  History  at  Northwestern 
University.  Our  securing  of  Mr.  Way  is  the  more  opportune 
as  his  long  experience  as  Principal  in  High  Schools  should  en- 
able the  department  more  adequately  to  meet  the  demand  now 
being  put  upon  us  by  the  educational  authorities  of  the  State  for 
the  establishment  of  departmental  Teachers'  Courses.  Such  a 
course   will   be    for   the   first   time    offered    to    those    expecting    to 
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teach  History  in  Secondary  Schools,   in  the  first  semester  of  the 
College  year,   1908-1909. 


LATIN 
(Professor  Calland) 

After  an  absence  during  the  Second  Semester  of  last  year,  I 
have  again  taken  up  my  work  with  renewed  enthusiasm  and  en- 
joyment. Speaking  for  myself, — and  my  experience  is  similar  to 
that  of  others  of  our  Faculty, — my  leave  of  absence  is  already 
bearing,  and  I  hope  will  continue  to  bear,  good  fruit.  Such  an 
experience  in  travel  and  study  abroad  has  greatly  enriched  my 
own  life,  and  I  sincerely  hope  will  yield  in  increasing  measure 
good  returns  to  the  College. 

During  my  four  months'  sojourn  in  Italy  I  gave  my  time 
chiefly  to  the  study  of  Roman  Archaeology,  a  subject  which  is 
rapidly  claiming  attention  throughout  the  classical  field.  I  became 
a  regular  member  of  the  "American  School  of  Classical  Studies'* 
at  Rome,  and  covered  most  profitably  the  entire  work  given  dur- 
ing the  Second  Semester  of  the  school  year.  My  membership 
in  this  school  secured  for  me  many  special  privileges  and  pre- 
rogatives which  are  not  open  to  the  casual  visitor  to  Rome.  In 
addition  to  this  I  visited  and  systematically  studied  at  first  hand 
all  the  important  ruins  in  Rome  and  vicinity,  as  well  as  those  at 
Pompeii  and  in  other  parts  of  Italy.  Such  freshening  contact 
with  these  sources  of  practically  inexhaustible  material,  I  need 
hardly  say,  is  not  only  invaluable  but  quite  indispensable  to  any 
one  attempting  to  do  College  work  of  this  kind. 

Through  the  friendly  interest  of  Mr.  William  S.  Forrest  of 
Chicago,  one  hundred  dollars  was  invested  in  lantern  slides  illus- 
trative of  the  material  mentioned  above.  Having  the  money  at 
my  disposal  while  in  Rome,  I  was  able  to  secure  good  slides  at 
half  the  customary  price  for  such  work  in  this  country.  Thus 
more  than  four  hundred  slides  have  been  added  to  the  equipment 
of  the  Latin  Department.  This  is  a  big  gain,  for  it  trebles  the 
number  of  slides  available  for  use  in  my  classes,  and  furthermore 
enables  me  to  be  of  larger  service  to  the  College  by  way  of  lec- 
tures outside  of  Beloit.      Mr.   Forrest  deserves  the  hearty  thanks 
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not  only  of  the  department,  but  of  the  College  for  his  timely  and 
generous  gift. 

During  the  latter  half  of  May  and  the  month  of  June  I  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  University  of  Berlin,  Germany.  The  work 
in  Roman  History  under  the  great  Edward  Meyer  was  particu- 
larly helpful  and  inspiring. 

I  need  not  mention  the  great  cultural  value  that  results  from 
systematic  visits  to  the  art  collections  and  museums  of  Europe, 
nearly  all  of  which  fortunately  I  was  able  to  see.  In  these  ways 
I  tried  faithfully  to  avail  myself  of  every  opportunity  to  strengthen 
myself  for  my  work  at  Beloit.  As  to  how  well  I  succeeded,  only 
the  future  can  show.  Let  me  again  thank  the  Trustees  for 
making  such  a  valuable  experience  possible  for  me. 


MATHEMATICS. 
(Professor  T.  A.  Smith) 

This  report  need  be  but  a  brief  one,  as  I  submit  herewith 
Professor  Hamilton's  report  of  the  department  of  Mathematlc? 
from  his  standpoint. 

Dr.  Culver  will  no  doubt  render  his  own  report  of  the  work 
for  the  past  year  in  Physics.  His  appointment  to  take  charge  of 
the  work  in  Physics  was  a  notable  event  in  the  life  of  the  College, 
at  least,  as  far  as  it  affects  my  work,  for  it  gives  relief  from  a 
burden  too  great  to  be  well  borne,  as  formerly  I  had  from  20  to 
30  hours  per  week  in  teaching,  and  then  the  additional  labor  of 
preparing  apparatus  for  lecture  and  laboratory  work.  It  permits 
a  great  and  much  needed  enlargement  in  the  work  in  Physics, 
and  permits  a  better  adjustment  in  the  work  in  Mathematics,  as 
well  as  an  enlargement  of  this  work. 

During  the  past  year  I  did  part  of  the  work  in  Freshman 
Mathematics,  and  also  had  courses  in  Analytic  Geometry,  Cal- 
culus, Differential  Equations  and  History  of  Mathematics. 

I  have  offered  the  following  new  courses:  History  of 
Mathematics,  designed  largely  for  those  who  expect  to  teach 
High  School  Mathematics,  and  also  for  all  who  wish  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  men  who  have  developed  the  subject,  as  well 
as  the  method  of  development  and  scope  of  Mathematics.  I  also 
offer  a  course  in  the  Elements  of  Analytic  Geometry  and  Cal- 
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cuius,  designed  for  those  who  expect  to  teach  Mathematics  in 
High  Schools  and  also  for  students  in  Economics  and  Physical 
Chemistry,  since  the  present  methods  of  developing  these  sub- 
jects require  such  a  knowledge  of  Mathematics. 

Other  courses  will  be  offered  as  need  arises,  as  far  as  Pro- 
fessor Hamilton  and  myself  can  do  the  work. 


(Professor  Hamilton) 

The  department  of  Mathematics  has  been  strengthened  dur- 
ing the  past  year  by  the  appointment  of  an  instructor  in  Physics, 
thus  reheving  Professor  Smith,  so  that  he  has  been  able  to  devote 
his  time  wholly  to  Mathematics.  The  department  will  be  further 
strengthened  by  the  growth  of  the  Physics  work  resulting  as  a 
consequence  of  the  strength  added  to  that  department,  which  can- 
not but  have  a  reflex  influence  upon  its  kindred  subject.  Mathe- 
matics. Indeed,  evidence  is  already  present  to  this  efPect  in  the 
very  tangilble  shape  of  a  new  course  being  asked  of  this  depart- 
ment by  students  interested  in  Physics. 

The  recent  growth  of  the  department  of  Chemistry  in  num- 
bers and  teaching  force  has  had  a  like  influence  upon  the  depart- 
ment of  Mathematics.  The  great  interest  lately  aroused  through- 
out the  country  in  the  subject  of  Physical  Chemistry,  is  making 
the  demand  upon  Mathematics  that  students  be  specially  prepared 
for  this  work.  The  department  of  Chemistry  here  has  found  it 
possible,  as  a  result  of  the  increased  force,  to  give  courses  in  both 
Physical  and  Applied  Chemistry  as  a  regular  part  of  their  work, 
and  thus  the  Mathematics  work  has  come  to  feel  the  effects  of 
this  country-wide  movement  in  a  kindred  science. 

Of  the  influences  at  work  to  extend  the  influence  of  this  de- 
partment, the  most  profound  is  the  great  demand  of  the  times 
for  technical  education.  This  demand  makes  itself  felt  directly 
in  the  canvass  of  the  College  for  new  students,  and  again  it  is  of 
vital  importance  in  the  problem  of  holding  students  throughout 
the  four  years  of  the  College  course,  once  they  have  been  per- 
suaded to  enter  the  College.  To  meet  this  condition  colleges 
throughout  the  country,  and  more  especially  in  the  east,  have 
been  compelled  to  introduce  courses  which  will  be  of  direct  ser- 
vice to  the  student  in  a  subsequent  engineering  course.     The  brunt 
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of  this  demand  for  new  courses  falls  upon  the  department  of 
Mathematics,  since  this  subject  is  the  backbone  of  engineering 
courses.  To  meet  this  demand  of  our  students,  the  department  of 
Mathematics  at  Beloit  is  extending  the  course  in  Surveying  to  a 
two-hour  study  for  two  semesters,  and  giving  a  three-hour,  two- 
semester  course  in  Descriptive  Geometry,  in  addition  to  the  work 
in  Mechanical  Drawing  which  has  been  regularly  given  for  the 
last  two  years. 

AIMS     OF     THE     DEPARTMENT. 

The  Department  aims  to  give  a  series  of  standard  courses  run- 
ning through  four  years,  suitable  for  the  student  who  may  wi^ 
later  to  pursue  graduate  work  in  Mathematics  elsewhere.  These 
courses  serve  as  the  backbone  of  the  work  of  the  department. 
Secondly,  it  is  the  purpose  to  give  such  courses  in  applied  Mathe- 
matics as  shall  be  of  advantage  to  our  graduates  who  may  wish 
to  enter  a  technical  school.  Lastly,  are  given,  from  time  to  time, 
courses  which  may  be  of  direct  help  to  allied  departments,  notably 
Physics,  Chemistry  and  Geology. 

COURSES    AND     NUMBERS     IN     COURSES. 

During  the  current  year,  the  regular  standard  courses  of  the 
department  are  being  given,  consisting  of  a  four-hour  year  course 
in  College  Algebra  and  Trigonometry,  in  three  sections;  a  two- 
hour  two-semester  course  in  Calculus  for  Juniors,  and  a  like 
course  in  Differential  Equations  for  Seniors.  These  courses  in  all 
accommodate  about  one  hundred  and  ten  students. 

Besides  the  above  standard  courses,  which  are  offered  every 
year,  there  is  being  given  a  three-hour  two-semester  course  in  Me- 
chanical Drawing  and  a  like  course  in  Descriptive  Geometry;  also 
a  two-hour  two-semester  course  in  Surveying  and  Plotting,  accom- 
panied with  field  work.  These  courses  accommodate  twenty-one 
students  in  all. 

Professor  Smith  is  giving  a  course  in  History  of  Mathematics, 
of  two  hours  for  the  year.  A  course  in  the  Mathematics  for 
students  of  Chemistry  and  Physics  is  being  asked  for  by  some 
interested  in  those  subjects,  and  will  probably  be  arranged  for 
the  year  1909-1910. 
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EQUIPMENT. 

Owing  to  the  generous  donation  of  the  department  of  Geol- 
ogy, the  Surveying  equipment  has  been  increased  by  the  purchase 
of  a  standard  Plane  Table;  and  through  funds  of  the  Astronomy 
department,  a  new  Y-level  has  been  added.  In  all,  there  has 
been  expended  for  Surveying  equipment  in  the  last  two  years, 
about  $500.00,  including  the  above  mentioned  expenditures,  to- 
gether with  those   for  minor  apparatus. 

During  the  coming  summer,  a  Drafting  room  will  be  fitted 
up  with  lights,  tables,  drawing-boards  and  stools  in  Science  Hall; 
and  a  case  fitted  up  with  lockers  for  the  storage  and  care  of  the 
Surveying  instruments. 

NEEDS    OF    THE    DEPARTMENT. 

Since  the  course  in  Mechanical  Drawing  was  introduced  in 
the  department,  the  work  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  various 
persons  employed  for  the  purpose.  Usually  these  have  been 
graduates  of  technical  schools  who  are  located  in  the  factories 
of  the  city,  and  the  work  has  been  given  at  night.  Also,  it  has 
been  found  necessary,  owing  to  various  causes,  to  make  changes 
in  the  men  employed.  These  conditions  have  reacted  much  to 
the  detriment  of  the  work,  both  in  its  organization  and  scope,  as 
well  as  its  continuity.  The  rest  of  the  so-called  Pre-Engineering 
courses  of  the  department,  as  well  as  the  oversight  of  the  Me- 
chanical Drawing,  has  devolved  upon  the  Professor  of  Astronomy 
and  Mathematics.  This  work,  together  with  the  regular  duties  in 
the  remaining  work  of  the  department,  as  well  as  that  of  Astron- 
omy, has  made  his  hours  overcrowded.  To  relieve  this  situation, 
and  enable  the  best  to  be  done  in  all  lines,  there  is  need  of  an 
instructor  in  the  department  who  shall  take  charge  of  the  Mechan- 
ical Drawing  and  Surveying,  and  assist  in  teaching  the  Freshman 
work. 

The  department  should  have  a  set  of  models  for  the  teaching 
of  Geometrical  subjects.  These  will  cost  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $200. 

For  the  coming  year,  the  Surveying  equipment  needs  $200.00 
to  repair  the  two  old  transits,  and  for  the  purchase  of  a  Survey- 
ing Barometer. 

The  gravest  of  the  above  needs  is,  of  course,  the  addition  of 
an  instructor  as  set  forth,   and  although  the  other  two  items  are 
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desirable  and  necessary  to  the  proper  growth  of  the  work,  their 
lack  does  not  materially  hinder  immediate  conduct  of  the  depart- 
ment, as  does  the  lack  in  that  respect. 


MODERN  LANGUAGES. 
GERMAN. 

(Assistant  Professor  Dubee.) 

During  the  school-year  of  1907"08,  we  had  184  elections 
in  the  German  Department,  distributed  over  the  different  courses, 
as  follows:  Elementary  German,  24;  Freshman  German,  70; 
Science  German,  5 — taught  by  the  assistant,  Mr.  Broecker.  Ad- 
vanced Conversation,  40 ;  Advanced  German  Composition,  1  7 ; 
Lessing  and  Herder  Course,  8 ;  Goethe's  Lyrics,  1  1  ;  The  Ger- 
man Drama  of  the  19th  century,  7;  Goethe's  *'Faust",  13;  Ger- 
man Course  for  Teachers,  5 — taught  by  myself.  The  course  in 
Freshman  German  was  given  in  three  separate  sections,  the  course 
in  German  Conversation  in  two  sections. 

The  work  of  my  classes  in  German  Literature  was  greatly 
hindered  by  the  limited  facilities  of  our  general  Library  for  Ger- 
man students,  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  larger 
allowance  of  money  be  given  for  the  purchase  of  German  books 
and  periodicals. 

FRENCH. 

(Assistant  Professor  Fairfield) 

The  work  in  this  department  has  been  very  satisfactory  and 
good  results  have  been  achieved.  The  total  enrollment  of  stu- 
dents in  the  four  years  of  work  offered  is  1 20.  The  general 
plan  of  the  department  is  to  give  students  the  first  year  a  thorough 
grasp  of  the  principles  of  the  language,  covering  the  main  work 
in  grammar  and  pronunciation  in  the  fall  term,  and  acquiring  an 
easy  reading  ability  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  There  are 
three  sections  of  beginning  work,  with  an  aggregate  of  about  70 
students;  different  methods  and  grammars  are  used  in  the  various 
sections,  but  the  results  are  practically  the  same  after  three  months 
of  study.  The  first  year  is  meant  to  give  the  student  a  general 
reading  knowledge  of  the  language,  supplemented  with  lectures 
upon  the  people  and  customs  of   France.      After  the   first  year's 
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work  the  student  has  the  choice  of  further  courses  along  the  Hne 
of  the  drama,  general  literature,  or  more  practical  handling  of  the 
language  in  a  course  given  entirely  to  conversation  and  compo- 
sition. With  these  various  lines  of  work  open  to  him  the  student 
may  follow  along  the  line  of  his  individual  wish  and  ability. 
Good  work  is  being  done  this  year  in  the  four  years  of  work  that 
is  provided. 

An  elementary  course  in  Spanish  was  also  given. 


MUSIC. 
(Professor  Tyler) 

The  work  of  the  Department  of  Music  for  the  college  year 
1907-08  consisted  of:— 
I. — Courses  for  which  credit  was  given,  in  Harmony   (3  hours 
a  week  for  the  year).  Form  and  Aesthetics  (3  hours-year). 
History,  3  hours-year.) 
II. — Course  for  which  no  credit  was  given.  Vocal  Sight  Read- 
ing. 
III. — The  Vesper  Choir,   a  body  of  picked  singers,   which  has 
furnished  the  music  for  the  regular  Vesper  Services  as  well 
as  for  special  occasions  like  Baccalaureate  Sunday  and  the 
President's  Inauguration. 
IV. — The  two  Glee  Clubs  and  one  Mandolin  Club,  under  stu- 
dent direction. 
V. — The  College  Musical  Association,  a  chorus  of  about   1 00 
mixed  voices  from  both  College  and  city. 
The   regular   courses   outlined  under   I.    above,   have   had   an 
enrollment   of    1 6,   4   and   5    students   respectively.      The   special 
course  under  II.   had  about  20  students,  who  paid  a  small  fee, 
but  received  no  academic  credit;  the  fees  were  invested  in  a  bust 
of  J.  S.  Bach,  which  now  adorns  the  rooms  of  the  department  in 
Memorial  Hall.      The  glee  clubs  made  financial  and  social  suc- 
cess,  and  divided  quite   a  sum  of  money   among  their  members. 
The   Musical   Association   gave   Geo.    E.   Whiting's   *'Tale   of   a 
Viking"  in  December,  and  conducted  in  May  a  two-days'  festi- 
val,  consisting  of  a  Concert  by  the  Student  Orchestra   from  the 
State  University,  a  Song  Cycle— Liza  Lehmann's  * 'Golden  Thresh- 
old"— by    the    "Chicago    Festival    Quartette",    and    a    perform- 
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ance  by  the  Musical  Association,  accompanied  by  the  University 
Orchestra  of  40  pieces,  and  Organ,  and  assisted  by  the  Chicago 
Festival  Quartette,  of  Haydn's  Oratorio  of  "The  Creation".  The 
surplus  funds  which  have  in  any  vs^ay  come  into  our  possession, 
have  been  invested  in  booKS  and  music  for  the  department's  library. 
It  was  quite  a  surprise  to  me  to  find  when  in  Madison  for  prac- 
tice with  the  Orchestra  that  the  library  equipment  in  Music  is 
not  so  good  there  as  at  Beloit,  nor  is  it  (as  the  Librarian  in- 
formed me)  nearly  so  much  used.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  first  year  of  the  present  Musical  administration  at  Beloit 
brought  large  donations  from  the  publishers  to  our  library,  and 
the  fact  that  our  music  students  read  not  only  them  but  much 
assigned  work  in  the  other  department  Libraries. 

The  graduation  of  Mr.  Rowland  Leach  with  the  class  of 
1908  left  a  vacancy  in  the  department,  he  having  taughj:  Violin 
throughout  his  course ;  but  we  were  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to 
introduce  at  the  Commencement  Concerts  his  successor,  Mr.  Paul 
H.   Nielsen. 

The  department  may  therefore  be  said  to  be  flourishing, 
with,  by  courtesy  of  your  Board,  an  equipment  that  lacks  only 
a  Piano  Player  or  a  Player-Piano  to  be  as  good  as  any  in  the 
country  for  the  type  of  work  it  aims  to  accomplish,  namely,  to 
treat  music  as  a  proper  and  essential  part  of  a  liberal  education, 
as  well  as  to  prepare  musically  talented  students  for  later  intelli- 
gent specialization. 

My  thanks  are  due,  and  are  gratefully  tendered,  for  the  re- 
lief you  have  afforded  me  in  clearing  from  debt  our  Grand  Piano, 
and  furnishing  an  adequate  blowing  apparatus  for  the  Chapel 
Organ. 


PHYSICS. 

(Assistant  Professor  Culver) 

During  the  year  1907-8  a  number  of  important  and,  in  some 
instances,  extensive  changes  have  been  effected  in  this  depart- 
ment. Speaking  generally,  the  work  of  the  department  has  been 
completely  reorganized.  Below  will  be  found  a  general  report 
covering  new  equipment,  courses  offered,  aims,  and  needs. 
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ROOMS. 

Formerly  four  rooms  in  Pearsons  Hall  were  devoted  to  the 
work  of  the  Physics  department,  two  on  the  first  floor,  south  side; 
and  two  in  the  basement.  During  the  year  three  additional  rooms 
have  been  renovated  and  equipped  for  the  work  in  this  depart- 
ment. One  of  the  above-mentioned  rooms  is  on  the  first  floor,  and 
now  serves  as  a  balance  room  and  repository  for  high  tension 
electrical  apparatus.  Of  the  two  other  additional  rooms,  which 
are  located  in  the  basement,  one  now  serves  as  a  photometric  and 
photographic  dark  room,  and  the  other  serves  as  a  laboratory 
shop  and  dynamo  room. 

APPARATUS  AND  EQUIPMENT. 

At  the  opening  of  the  academic  year,  a  gift  of  $500  from  Mr. 
Herbert  McCornack,  of  the  class  of  1887,  made  possible  the 
purchase  of  needed  apparatus  and  equipment.  The  major  por- 
tion of  this  valuable  contribution,  together  with  the  income  from 
fees,  was  expended  in  securing  apparatus  for  general  laboratory 
purposes,  and  as  an  aid  in  the  equipment  of  the  shop ;  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  amount  was  utilized  in  securing  apparatus  for  lecture 
purposes.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  department  has  been  for- 
tunate in  the  receipt  of  two  substantial  gifts  from  friends  of  the 
College.  Mr.  Charles  H.  Besley,  of  Chicago,  presented  the  de- 
partment with  a  power  lathe,  together  with  the  necessary  accessor- 
ies. The  Fairbanks-Morse  Manufacturing  Company  donated  to 
the  laboratory  a  two-horse  power  alternating-current  motor.  As  a 
result  of  the  installation  of  the  above-mentioned  equipment,  to- 
gether with  additional  tools,  purchased  outright,  the  department 
is  now  in  a  position  to  do  practically  all  its  own  repairing,  and 
to  manufacture  a  considerable  portion  of  needed  apparatus.  In 
this  connection  it  may  be  said  that  the  bill  for  repairs  on  appar- 
atus during  the  past  year  is  nothing.  In  addition  to  this,  it  may 
also  be  noted  that  approximately  $250.00  worth  of  apparatus 
was  constructed  in  the  department  during  the  past  year.  This 
does  not  include  the  labor  expended  in  installing  the  machinery 
in  the  shop,  or  the  wiring  of  a  series  of  circuits  for  experimental 
work  in  the  general  laboratory. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  a  loan  of  several  valuable  and  use- 
ful pieces  of   apparatus   by   the  University   of   Pennsylvania,   we 
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have  been  enabled  to  install  a  practical  wireless  telegraph  plant, 
capable  of  working  over  a  considerable  distance. 

COURSES  OFFERED. 
The  courses  of  study  offered  by  this  department  have  been 
entirely  reorganized  and  considerably  augmented.  The  general 
course  in  Physics,  as  now  given,  is  a  four-hour  unit,  consisting  of 
lectures  and  recitations,  accompanied  by  a  thorough  and  system" 
atic  course  in  quantitative  laboratory  practice.  The  following 
courses  have  been  added  to  the  curriculum:  three-hour  semester- 
courses: — Advanced  Optics;  Optical  Measurements;  Theory  of 
Electricity  and  Magnetism;  Electrical  Measurements;  Labora- 
tory Manipulation;  Musical  Acoustics;  three-hour  year-courses: 
— Theoretical   Mechanics;    Applied    Mechanics. 

AIMS. 

One  of  the  chief  aims  of  the  department  during  the  past 
year  has  been  to  inaugurate  a  thorough  and  practical  laboratory 
course,  instruction  in  which  shall  accompany  and  be  an  integral 
part  of  the  general  course  in  Physics.  In  planning  the  courses, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  provide  for  three  classes  of  students ;  first, 
those  who  desire  to  take  a  general  course  in  this  subject  for  the 
purpose  of  general  culture;  second,  those  who  expect  to  teach 
Physics  or  other  physical  sciences ;  and  third,  those  who  con- 
template taking  up  graduate  work  in  engineering  or  other  pro- 
fessional lines.  We  have  endeavored  to  conserve  the  interests  of 
these 'several  classes  and  at  the  same  time  not  to  depart  too  far 
from  the  ideals  of  general  undergraduate  academic  training. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  courses  are  now  arranged  in  this  and 
related  departments  in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  possible  for  a 
student  so  to  shape  his  work  during  the  Junior  and  Senior  years 
that  he  may  receive  advanced  credits  in  colleges  of  Mechanical, 
Civil,  and  Electrical  Engineering,  covering  practically  the  first 
two  years  of  work  as  usually  given  in  such  schools. 

As  a  result  of  the  utility  of  the  laboratory  shop  and  the  in- 
creasing income  from  fees,  it  is  hoped  that  the  department  within 
two  or  three  years  will  become  self-supporting. 

A  growing  interest  in  the  work  of  the  department  is  appar- 
ent from  the  fact  that  the  number  of  elections  for  the  first  semes- 
ter of  1 908-9  is  more  than  three-fold  that  for  the  correspond- 
ing semester  of  this  year. 
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NEEDS. 


While  the  department  could  utUize  a  considerable  amount  of 
additional  apparatus  and  equipment,  the  most  pressing  needs  are 
first,  additional  storage  battery  facilities,  and  second,  the  electrical 
wiring  of  the  rooms  used  by  this  department.  There  is  impera- 
tive need  of  fifty  30-ampere-hour  cells  of  storage  battery.  These 
would  cost,  installed,  approximately  $300.00.  Plans  and  speci- 
fications for  wiring  the  south  side  of  Science  Hall  have  been  pre- 
pared, and  are  on  file  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  College. 


PSYCHOLOGY  AND  PHILOSOPHY. 

(Professor  Stetson) 

The  most  important  feature  of  the  work  in  psychology  and 
philosophy  is  the  trend  toward  psychology  rather  than  philosophy 
on  the  part  of  the  students.  The  importance  of  psychology  for 
teaching,  medicine  and  sociology  leads  the  student  to  make  elec- 
tions in  that  group  of  studies,  rather  than  in  philosophy.  The  di- 
visions in  elementary  psychology  and  genetic  psychology  have  been 
unusually  large;  about  85  students  elected  the  elementary  course, 
and  some  75  the  advanced  course.  It  will  soon  be  necessary  to 
offer  the  course  in  genetic  psychology  every  year,  rather  than  al- 
ternate years,  and  three  divisions  would  handle  the  elementary 
pupils  much  better  than  the  present  two  divisions. 

In  philosophy,  the  problem  is  to  be  that  of  interesting  the  stu- 
dents in  a  field  the  direct  importance  of  which  is  not  obvious. 
College  is  the  only  place  where  any  of  our  students  will  learn 
much  of  the  more  significant  currents  of  thought;  but  the  increas- 
ing inclination  to  the  immediately  practical  will  make  the  problem 
of  interesting  students  a  harder  and  harder  one. 

The  present  and  most  pressing  material  need  of  the  department 
is  a  room  for  psychological  apparatus.  We  have  the  apparatus, 
and  we  offer  courses  in  physiological  psychology,  and  a  place  where 
our  equipment  will  be  accesible  to  our  students  is  essential  to  the 
work  of  the  department.  At  present  the  apparatus  is  housed  in 
the  third  story  of  the  Academy  building. 
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PUBLIC  SPEAKING. 

(Assistant  Professor  Kennedy) 

In  the  inter-collegiate  contests  in  oratory  and  debating  for 
the  year  1907-9,  Beloit  made  a  perfect  score.  The  State  Ora- 
torical Contest  held  at  Ripon  in  March  was  won  by  L.  D.  Heth, 
with  B.  M.  Powers  second,  both  members  of  the  Beloit  class  of 
1 908.  Carroll  College  was  for  the  first  time  represented,  with 
two  speakers.  L.  D.  Heth  won  the  Inter-State  contest  at  Albion, 
Mich. 

The  Knox  debate  went  to  Beloit  by  a  unanimous  decision, 
Chappell  Porter,  '09,  Cleon  Headley,  '09,  and  Fred  Traner, 
'08,  being  Beloit's  representatives.  The  Sophomore  debate  with 
Lawrence  was  captured,  with  a  unanimous  decision  of  the  judges, 
by  the  Beloit  speakers,  Lloyd  Maurer,  Martin  Bunge  and  Paul 
Boutwell,  of  the  class  of  1910.  The  Freshman  debate  with  Lake 
Forest  likewise  fell  in  hne,  with  a  unanimous  decision  for  the  Be- 
loit debaters,  John  Candy,  Harold  Yahn  and  David  Williams, 
of  the  class  of  1911. 

A  new  venture  in  the  Department  of  Public  Speaking  has 
been  a  course  in  Political  Speaking.  During  the  recent  presiden- 
tial campaign,  the  class  held  debates  on  the  live  issues  at  Milton 
Junction,  Rochester  Academy,  Beloit  High  School  and  Burling- 
ton High  School.  Speeches  of  a  different  character  will  be  made 
before  outside  audiences  during  the  balance  of  the  semester.  The 
purpose  of  this  course  is  to  give  the  students  a  touch  with  the 
problems  confronting  practical  speaking  before  strange  audiences. 

The  Department  has  recently  organized  a  High  School  De- 
bating League  under  the  auspices  of  Beloit  College.  Rockford, 
Elgin,  Freeport  and  West  Aurora  High  Schools  in  Illinois,  and 
Beloit,  Janesville,  Sparta  and  La  Crosse  High  Schools  in  Wis* 
consin  constitute  the  membership.  A  series  of  debates  will  be 
held,  consummating  in  an  inter-state  championship  contest  to  be 
held  in  the  Beloit  College  Chapel  early  in  March.  This  league, 
together  with  the  High  School  Declamation  contest,  which  Beloit 
has  already  conducted  successfully  for  two  years,  will  give  the 
College  a  friendly  relationship  with  the  neighboring  schools. 

The  work  in  Public  Speaking  has  all  been  elective  since  the 
old  compulsory  system  was  abolished  two  years  ago.  This  has 
made  possible  a  considerable  amplification  of  courses,  and  has  se- 
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cured  harder  work  on  the  part  of  the  students  enrolled;  the  ma- 
jority of  graduates,  however,  go  out  without  the  ability  to  make 
even  a  fairly  respectable  public  appearance.  It  would  seem  that 
there  is  some  need  for  a  correlation  of  rudimentary  instruction  in 
public  speaking  with  the  regular  work,  in  a  way  that  would  prove 
helpful  without  being  irksome  or  distasteful. 


These  reports  of  the  departments  will  suggest  to  the  Trustees, 
Alumni,  and  other  friends  of  the  College  something  of  the  de- 
velopment of  our  work,  and  of  the  eagerness  of  our  instructors  to 
keep  the  work  of  the  College  abreast  of  the  best  educational 
methods  of  to-day.  Their  statements  of  the  needs  which  they 
keenly  feel,  notwithstanding  all  of  our  recent  progress,  express  not 
their  dissatisfaction  but  their  ambition  for  the  College,  and  their 
eagerness  to  make  it  more  completely  serviceable  as  an  educa- 
tional center  of  highest  aims  and  efficiency. 

In  a  recent  article.  Dr.  Henry  S.  Pritchett,  head  of  the 
Carnegie  Foundation,  speaks  of  the  American  College  as  the 
most  distinctive  educational  institution  in  our  country.  He  also 
remarks  that  it  is  to  be  subjected  to  a  sharper  scrutiny  than  it 
has  ever  been  called  upon  to  undergo;  it  must  show  just  what  it 
undertakes  to  do,  and  must  relate  itself  to  the  general  system  of 
education  of  the  state  and  the  nation.  It  is  the  desire  and  pur- 
pose of  our  Faculty  that  Beloit  shall  have  honorable  and  in- 
creasing share  in  the  working  out  of  these  problems. 

EDWARD  D.  EATON, 

President. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DEAN 


To  the  President  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  Beloit  College, 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port for  the  college  year  1907-8. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  total  number  of  students  in  College  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  was  303.  During  the  year  14  students  left  Col- 
lege, 4  on  account  of  sickness,  7  because  of  deficient  scholarship, 
the  remainder  for  financial  reasons.  At  the  close  of  the  school 
year,  and  during  the  summer  vacation,  53  additional  students 
withdrew,  1 9  of  this  number  for  financial  reasons,  ]  7  to  attend 
other  institutions,  1 6  because  of  poor  or  deficient  scholarship ; 
one,  Mr.  Stocker,  of  Joliet,  was  accidentally  drowned  in  August. 
Within  the  calendar  year  67  students  left  College,  or  22  per  cent 
of  the  whole  body.  This  is  a  larger  proportion  than  should  obtain. 
One  of  the  most  important  questions  facing  the  administration  of 
the  College  concerns  this  large  loss  of  students.  The  College 
must  make  its  work  so  attractive  that  it  shall  impel  students  to 
stay  and  not  go  away  to  other  schools  because  of  real  or  fancied 
dissatisfaction.  Again,  ways  and  means  must  be  devised  to  help 
poor  students.  Work  must  be  secured  for  them  to  a  larger  degree 
than  has  yet  been  possible,  otherwise  they  drop  by  the  wayside  on 
account  of  financial  trouble. 

COURSES    OF    STUDY. 

There  has  been  a  marked  advance  in  the  number  and  variety 
of  courses  offered  at  Beloit  in  the  past  five  years.  In  1902-3, 
the  total  number  of  semester  courses  offered  by  the  College  was 
123,  in  1907-8  the  total  number  had  been  increased  to  253;  in 
other  words,  the  number  has  been  more  than  doubled.  This 
pleasing  and  important  result  is  due  mainly  to  the  large  additions 
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made  to  the  Faculty  during  that  time.  There  are  twelve  more 
persons  employed  on  the  Faculty  staff  than  five  years  ago.  The 
new  additions  to  the  Faculty  during  the  year  in  the  departments 
of  Physics,  Political  History  and  German  helped  materially  in 
broadening  and  strengthening  the  work  of  the  College  as  a  whole. 

Many  of  the  new  courses  offered  are  of  a  type  that  appeal  to 
the  students  because  they  regard  them  as  practical  and  as  of  value 
in  preparation  for  their  life  calling. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  made  a  better  grouping  and 
correlation  of  courses.  This  is  well  shown  on  pp.  102-105  of 
the  last  College  catalogue.  This  grouping  enables  a  student  to 
see  at  a  glance  what  he  may  be  able  to  get  at  Beloit  that  will 
aid  him  in  preparation  for  a  particular  vocation. 

It  may  be  noted  here  that  many  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  working  equipment  of  the  College,  especially  in  laboratory 
equipment.  This  is  notably  true  of  the  Physics  department, 
which  received  a  number  of  important  machines,  chiefly  by  gift. 

THE  CAMPAIGN  FOR  STUDENTS. 
There  is  a  constant  improvement  being  made  in  the  methods 
of  securing  new  students  and  of  keeping  in  close  touch  with  any 
who  have  at  any  time  indicated  a  desire  for  a  college  education. 
Professor  H.  D.  Densmore,  Registrar  of  the  College,  who  has 
had  personal  direction  of  this  work  for  several  years,  will  submit 
a  report  upon  it. 

ORGANIZATIONS. 

During  the  year  the  faculty  granted  to  the  young  women  the 
right  to  organize  and  maintain  sororities,  and  by  the  close  of  the 
year,  three  of  these  societies  existed.  A  German  Club  was 
formed  among  those  interested  in  the  language  and  hterature  of 
the  German  people;  a  dramatic  club  among  the  men;  and  also 
a  Good  Government  Club.  There  are  now  a  large  number  of 
organizations  among  the  students, — more  than  they  can  well  main- 
tain.     They  themselves   feel   that  the  limit  in  number  has  been 
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reached,  and  there  is  a  common  sentiment  that  the  number  should 
be  reduced.  Indeed  some  of  those  already  formed  are  passing 
away  from  lack  of  support  and  of  interest. 

The  Honor  System,  which  was  adopted  several  years  ago 
by  students,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  cheating  in  examina- 
tions and  tests,  has  been  further  extended  to  include  the  library 
under  its  oversight,  with  the  design  of  preventing  the  taking  of 
books,  pamphlets,  magazines,  etc.,  from  the  Library  without  duly 
recording  the  same.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in 
the  library  because  books  were  taken  from  the  reserved  book 
shelves,  especially,  and  no  accounting  of  them  made.  It  is  hoped 
that  illegitimate  withdrawal  of  books  may  cease  under  this  new 
arrangement. 

The  student  athletic  organizations  had  fair  success  during  the 
year.  In  debate  and  oratory,  the  College  had  a  perfect  score. 
All  of  the  debates  were  won  by  unanimous  decisions.  The  Col- 
lege also  won  first  and  second  places  in  the  State  Oratorical  Con- 
test, and  first  place  in  the  Inter-state  Contest. 

THE    GENERAL    LIFE    OF    THE    COLLEGE. 

There  have  been  no  serious  cases  of  discipline  during  the 
year.  This  happy  condition  arises  largely  from  the  self-restraint 
of  the  students.  Their  loyalty  to  the  ideals  of  Beloit  outweighs 
the  tendencies  of  students  at  times  to  overstep  the  bounds  of  good 
order.  One  man  was  not  allowed  to  graduate  with  his  class  on 
account  of  cheating  in  examinations,  this  decree  being  recom- 
mended by  a  committee  of  his  fellow  students. 

Attendance  on  the  required  exercises  of  the  College  was  well 
maintained.  Very  few  students  transgress  the  allowance  of  ab- 
sences, and  this  i:umber  tends  to  grow  less  with  time.  There  is, 
on  the  whole,  an  increased  tendency  to  take  all  of  the  absences 
allowed.  Many  students  seem  to  regard  it  as  incumbent  on  them 
to  take  all  that  is  coming  to  (hem;  it  is  a  matter  of  student  virtue. 
They  work  better,  and  aru  more  punctual  if  there  are  no  more 
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absences  to  squander.  On  the  other  hand,  many  students  hoard 
their  "cuts"  and  use  them  to  extend  their  stay  at  home  during 
the  Thanksgiving  recess  or  the  hoHdays.  A  minority  of  the 
students  take  pride  in  keeping  a  clean  record  in  respect  to  ab- 
sences. They  are  always  in  their  places  at  the  appointed  hour. 
The  Faculty  mamtains  a  much  better  control  over  absences  than 
formerly.  A  complete  record  is  kept  in  the  Recorder's  office  by  a 
card  catalogue  system.  There  is  also  a  complete  record  of  ex- 
cuses granted  for  absences  by  the  Deans,  with  reasons  therefor. 
The  Faculty  has  been  devising  ways  and  means  by  which 
there  shall  be  a  more  intelligent  and  trustworthy  oversight  of  stu- 
dents on  its  part.  Our  raison  d'etre  lies  in  maintaining  close  con- 
tact between  Faculty  and  students.  Plans  are  now  being  worked 
out  which  it  is  hoped  will  make  this  contact  more  vital.  At  pres- 
ent through  class  advisers,  and  through  the  officers  of  the  Col- 
lege, a  good  degree  of  supervision  is  possible;  but  this  might 
profitably  be  increased.  Much  more  remains  to  be  done  to  reach 
the  student,  especially  on  the  social  side  of  his  nature.  In  this 
connection  it  is  well  to  remember  that  the  growth  of  the  Faculty 
is  on  a  par  with  that  of  the  student  body. 

RETURN   OF    PRESIDENT   EATON. 

With  the  inauguration  of  President  Eaton  in  March,  there 
was  happily  ended  a  period  of  interregnum.  It  is  inevitable  that 
such  a  period  should  be  marked  by  hesitancy  and  even  stagnation. 
The  Faculty  is  loath  to  make  any  important  changes  lest  they 
should  contravene  the  plans  of  the  incoming  executive,  while  the 
Trustees  naturally  doubt  the  expediency  of  adopting  new  policies 
on  the  advice  of  a  temporary  head.  That  the  College  was  en- 
abled to  advance  at  all  during  the  years  it  has  been  without  a 
president,  speaks  volumes  for  the  harmony  existing  in  the  Fac- 
ulty, and  for  the  efficiency  with  which  it  does  its  work.  No  less 
true  is  it  that  the  progress  of  these  years  would  have  been  im- 
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possible  without  the  generous  support  and  co-operation  of  the 
Trustees.  The  College  owes  them  a  great  debt  for  their  fidelity 
during  this  period. 

GEO.  L.  COLLIE, 

Dean. 


44  BELOIT  COLLEGE  REPORTS. 

REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


The  College  Library  has  shared  in  the  general  growth  of  the 
whole  institution.  Indeed  since  the  inauguration  of  the  plans  in- 
cident to  entrance  into  the  Carnegie  building,  the  library  has  been 
an  increasingly  important  center  in  the  college  life.  During  the 
year  1907-8  the  number  of  volumes  increased  from  38,280  to 
40,560.  The  number  of  pamphlets  increased  from  18,499  to 
20,1  77,  while  the  resources  in  the  way  of  unbound  periodical  lit- 
erature is  so  rapidly  growing  as  to  involve  the  most  serious  question 
of  storage. 

The  mcrease  of  usage  has  corresponded.  From  the  moment 
of  opening  at  7:40  a.  m.  to  the  time  of  closing  at  9  p.  m.  there  is 
a  considerable  attendance  and  not  mfrequently  every  available 
seat  is  occupied.  The  liberal  allowance  of  open  hours  offered  by 
the  library  has  tended  to  mcrease  the  attendance  in  the  building 
and  the  use  of  books  there  rather  than  the  drawing  of  books.  On 
the  whole  I  believe  this  a  desirable  tendency  as  it  increases  the 
availability  of  the  books  and  diminishes  the  task  of  recording. 

I  must  again,  however,  call  attention  to  the  immediate  ne- 
cessity of  added  shelving.  Another  floor  of  shelves  must  be  pro- 
vided at  the  least.  At  present  our  whole  cataloguing  system  is 
demoralized  by  the  necessity  of  using  every  available  corner  of 
the  building.  This  confusion  is  daily  on  the  increase  but  even 
this  method  of  housing  our  possessions  must  soon  come  to  an  end 
from  the  complete  occupation  of  our  space.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
say  that  another  floor  of  stacks  would  no  more  than  supply  our 
present  needs.  The  real  desideratum  is  the  completion  of  the  two 
remaining  floors.  While  the  library  has  many  needs,  I  consider 
the  need  of  shelving  so  imperative  that  I  am  not  willing  to  obscure 
it  by  reference  to  other  matters.  I  believe  also  that  the  Faculty 
as  a  whole  consider  this  perhaps  the  most  pressing  general  need 
of  the  institution. 

James  A.  Blaisdell,  Librarian. 
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LOGAN  MUSEUM 


The  Logan  Museum  continues  to  receive  new  accessions  by 
purchase,  by  exchange  and  by  gifts.  A  good  deal  of  valuable 
material  is  obtained  at  a  nominal  price,  but  the  best  is  now  bring- 
ing high,   and  even  exorbitant  prices. 

The  constant  aim  of  the  Curator  is  to  form  a  good  working 
collection  of  prehistoric  material  of  local  origin.  It  would  be  un- 
wise to  attempt  to  make  the  Museum  broadly  ethnological;  it  is 
better  to  make  it  supreme  as  an  exhibit  of  Wisconsin  archaeology. 
This  attempt  has  succeeded  to  the  degree  that  the  collection  ranks 
as  the  best  one  of  Wisconsin  materials  extant.  The  growth  of 
the  Museum  and  its  expansion  along  the  definite  lines  of  prehis- 
toric local  archaeology  has  been  rendered  possible  only  through 
the  co-operation  and  generosity  of  its  founder,  Mr.  F.  G.  Logan, 
who  has  shown  the  most  intelligent  interest  in  securing  collec- 
tions, in  shaping  the  policy  of  the  Museum,  and  in  providing 
ample  means  for'  its  maintenance. 

The  collections  are  of  such  size  and  completeness  that  they 
fully  illustrate  the  course  on  prehistoric  archaeology  now  given  by 
the  Curator.  This  year-course,  two  hours  per  week,  is  intended 
especially  for  Sophomores.  The  collections  are  open  to  the  public 
daily,  and  in  the  aggregate  are  visited  by  large  numbers. 

The  Museum  has  reached  such  importance  and  such  a  de- 
gree of  development  that  it  deserves  to  have  a  Curator  who  can 
give  his  full  time  to  it,  and  to  the  courses  belonging  with  it.  The 
present  Curator  has  his  time  so  largely  taken  up  with  other  duties 
that  he  cannot  do  full  justice  to  the  Museum,  nor  to  the  course  in 
Archaeology. 

If  the  Museum  is  to  maintain  its  efficiency,  and  if  it  is  to  be, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  an  important  educational  adjunct  of  the  College, 
then  it  ought  to  have  the  attention  of  a  trained  man,  who  can  give 
his  full  time  to  it  and  to  its  development.  The  Trustees  should 
make  provision  in  the  near  future  for  this  needed  improvement  in 
the  administration  o\   the  College. 

G.  L.  Collie,  Curator. 
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ART  DEPARTMENT 


1  he  objects  of  art  added  to  the  College  collections  during  the 
year  ending  June  15,  1908,  were  few  in  number,  but  choice 
in  quality.  They  were  an  oil-painting  by  Marie  Perrault,  called 
"The  Madonna  of  the  Tubs" ;  casts  of  a  bust  of  Pericles,  and 
The  Spinario,  from  noted  works  of  classical  antiquity;  a  group 
of  Hector,  Andromache  and  Astyanax ;  busts  of  Richard  Wag- 
ner and  of  James  Russell  Lowell,  and  some  articles  of  bric-a-brac. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history  the  Art  Hall  has  been  open  to 
the  public  three  days  in  the  week,  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays,  with  the  Curator  and  her  assistant,  Miss  Shepard,  an 
alumnus  of  the  College,  in  attendance.  There  has  been  a  grati- 
fying number  of  visitors  from  college  students  and  their  friends, 
citizens  of  Beloit,  and  many  persons  from  a  distance,  including 
nearly  every  state  in  the  Union,  and  some  from  beyond  the  seas. 
The  average  annual  enrollment  of  visitors  is  from  1,000  to  1,500 
persons. 

There  has  been  much  steadfast  work  done  in  receiving  these 
callers,  in  the  care  of  the  collections,  and  in  the  re-arranging  of  the 
library,  now  numbering  1 ,800  volumes.  There  are  now,  mainly 
as  the  gift  of  friends,  200  or  more  unbound  volumes  of  magazines 
which  have  been  completed  and  arranged  for  binding.  There  are 
other  rare  unbound  volumes,  donated  by  Dr.  Horace  White,  of 
the  class  of  1853;  Dr.  Benjamin  Durham,  of  the  class  of  1854, 
and  other  friends.  A  very  pressing  need  is  funds  for  the  binding 
of  these  volumes,  so  that  they  can  be  available  for  use,  as  they  are 
constantly  needed  for  reference  upon  Art  and  affiliated  topics. 
Another  very  great  need  for  daily  use  is  a  typewriter  for  cata- 
loguing, etc.  From  $350.00  to  $400.00  will  meet  both  these 
urgent  necessities. 

The  Curator  acknowledges  with  gratitude  and  thankfulness 
the  interest  and  helpfulness  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  assist- 
ing her  to  carry  out  plans  for  the  enlarged  work  of  the  Art  De- 
partment and  she  wishes  to  assure  them  that  with  such  continual 
interest  on  their  part,  there  are  mdications  of  a  new  era  of  useful- 
ness for  the  College  Art  Hall. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Helen  Brace  Emerson,  Curator. 
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TREASURER'S  STATEMENT 

treasurer's  balance  sheet  of  permanent  funds. 

January   1.   1909. 
assets. 
Productive 

Bills   Receivable    $520,567.08 

Bonds 349,000.00 

Stocks   (Including  Premium)  .  .  .      49,000.00 
Real  Estate    148,100.00 

Total  Productive 1 ,066,667.08 

Unproductive 
Plant 

College  Bldgs  ..$375,500.00 
College  Grounds  I  04,000.00 
Equipment    . .  .  .     11  3.000.00   592,500.00 

Real  Estate 

Beloit   12,500.00 

Chicago    625.00 

Other    1,700.00     14,825.00 

Cash  on  Hand.  .  .  21,496.85 

Total  Unproductive    628.821.85 

Total  Fund  in  Trust 1.695.488.93 

LIABILITIES. 
Endowment 

Productive — (Invested  as  shown 
above.      Income      only   avail- 
able for  current  expense)  .  .  ..1,066.667.08 
Unproductive 

Real   Estate    .  .  ..14,825.00 

Cash    21 ,496.85       36,32 1 .85    1,1 02,988.93 

Plant    592.500.00 

Total $1,695,488.93 
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THE   ACADEMY 


At  the  Commencement  of  1907,  Professor  A.  W.  Burr  hav- 
ing insisted  upon  resigning  the  Principalship  of  the  Academy,  with 
which  he  has  been  so  honorably  identified,  a  reunion  and  ban- 
quet of  the  graduates  and  old  students  of  the  Academy  was  plan- 
ned and  carried  out  with  much  interest  and  enthusiasm.  The  ex- 
pressions of  affection  for  the  retiring  Principal  and  of  apprecia- 
tion of  his  work  were  varied  and  hearty,  and  plans  were  set  on 
foot  and  committees  appointed,  looking  toward  securing  an  en- 
dowment for  the  Academy  and  closer  relations  between  the  school 
and  its  former  students.  The  following  minute  was  adopted  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  College: 

Professor  Almon  W.  Burr  having  laid  down  the  responsibilities  of  the 
position  of  Principal  of  the  Beloit  Academy,  which  he  has  so  long  and  so 
efficiently  borne,  we  would  place  on  record  our  warm  appreciation  of  the 
service  he  has  rendered  here  throughout  the  past  twenty-three  years.  Com- 
ing to  us  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood,  thoroughly  equipped  by  education 
and  experience  for  such  a  work,  he  gave  himself  with  energy  and  devo- 
tion to  the  building  up  of  our  Academy  mto  a  school  of  wide  influence  by 
its  training  of  young  men  in  scholarship  and  in  vigorous  and  Christian  char- 
acter. As  the  years  have  passed  he  has  gathered  about  him  efficient  assist- 
ants, and  with  their  co-operation  has  been  unflagging  in  his  devotion  to  the 
school.  And  this  has  been  not  merely  the  enthusiasm  of  an  organizer;  he 
has  been  the  personal  friend  of  all  his  pupils;  carrying  their  interests  upon 
his  heart,  watching  over  them  with  parental  solicitude  while  they  have  been 
under  his  care,  and  following  them  in  subsequent  years  with  affection  and 
pride,    which   they   have   gratefully    acknowledged. 

He  has  stood  always  for  the  highest  in  faith  and  life,  and  has  in- 
spired many  to  nobler  living.  His  thoroughness  in  teaching  and  in  disci- 
pline has  had  a  tonic  influence  upon  all  who  have  come  under  his  leaching. 
It  is  a  striking  and  beautiful  tribute  to  his  relation  to  his  students  that  wher- 
ever he  goes  he  is  surrounded  by  the  eager  and  loving  attentions  of  men  in 
various  walks  of  life,  who  are  proud  to  be  counted  among  his  "boys".  The 
reception   accorded  him   at  the   Academy   reunion   during  the   last  Commence- 
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ment  of  the  College  was  of  such  enthusiasm  and  depth  of  feeling  as  might 
well  be   regarded   as   a   rich  crown  of   a   life  of   noble  service. 

Professor  Burr's  standards  of  citizenship  have  been  exacting  and  con- 
sistent. His  time  and  strength,  his  counsel  and  his  influence  have  been 
steadfastly  devoted  to  civic  b-^^Uerment.  He  has  been  recognized  as  a  lead- 
ing citizen  of  Beloit,  and  a  power  for  good  in  the  commonwealth.  His 
zeal  for  academy  education  has  not  been  satisfied  witli  the  upbuilding  of 
our  own  Academy  alone ;  it  has  been  a  great  concern  with  him  that  other 
communities  should  have  like  advantages,  and  he  has  labored  unselfishly  for 
this  end. 

Freed  from  some  of  the  burdens  whose  weight  has  taxed  his  strength, 
it  is  our  hope  and  expectation  that  he  will  find  large  satisfaction  in  being 
able  to  devote  himself  to  teaching,  and  that  his  influence  will  long  be  a 
blessing   in    th3    life   of    the    Academy    and   College. 

To  succeed  Professor  Burr  as  Principal  of  the  Academy,  the 
College  was  fortunate  in  securing  Rev.  John  Pitt  Deane,  B.  D., 
who  entered  upon  his  duties  with  the  opening  of  the  College  year 
1907-8.  Mr.  Deane  graduated  in  1890  from  Cornell  Univer- 
sity, where  he  was  a  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  President 
of  the  Christian  Association.  He  was  Classical  Master  in  the 
Brooklyn  Latin  School  under  Dr.  Caskie  Harrison  from  1  890  to 
1895.  He  graduated  at  Yale  Divinity  School  in  1898,  and 
was  Dwight  Fellow  there  1898-9.  From  1899  to  1 90 1  he  was 
assistant  pastor  of  the  United  Church,  New  Haven,  under  Dr.  T. 
T.  Munger,  and  Instructor  in  Missions  in  Yale  Divinity  School. 
Since  1901  he  has  been  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  at 
Ashsland,  Wis.,  also  serving  as  trustee,  and  a  part  of  the  time  as 
instructor  in  North  Wisconsin  Academy. 

Under  the  wise  and  efficient  management  of  Prmcipal  Deane, 
our  Academy  is  maintaining  its  standards  and  is  developing  its 
work  with  increasing  strength.  His  report  for  the  year  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

THE    ACADEMY. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  year  of  transition  and  adjustment 
at  the  Academy.      The  transition   has  been  without   any  marked 


50  BELOIT     COLLEGE     REPORTS. 

outward  break  to  lessen  the  efficiency  of  the  school.  This  fact  in 
itself  bears  witness  to  the  stability  in  purpose  and  spirit  that  the 
Academy  had  gained  under  the  administration  of  Professor  Burr. 
At  the  same  time  there  has  been  a  re-alignment  of  forces  to  deal 
efficiently  with  the  situation  of  today. 

The  semester  plan,  now  in  use  in  most  schools  and  colleges, 
was  adopted  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  This  brings  the  Acad' 
emy  into  better  relations  with  other  schools  and  with  the  College. 
It  enables  us  to  take  the  student  as  he  is  and  where  he  is  in 
coming  from  another  school,  and  to  place  him  in  the  proper  classes. 
It  also  simplifies  our  accrediting  of  students  for  college  entrance. 
Under  the  semester  system  the  student  has  the  advantage  of  con- 
tinuous work  through  a  longer  period  of  time  than  was  possible  on 
the  term  basis.  This  is  of  value  in  all  subjects,  especially  in  the 
natural  sciences.  The  average  student  is  expected  to  carry  four 
studies  each  semester.  The  students  of  the  Academy  are  now 
younger  than  formerly,  so  that  this  continuous  work  is  better 
adapted  to  them  than  the  intensive  work  of  the  earlier  system. 
They  are  also  able  to  do  better  work  with  four  subjects  through 
a  semester  than  with  three  subjects  for  a  term,  not  being  mature 
enough  for  the  added  concentration  required  by  the  three  studies. 

The  change  from  a  three-year  course  to  one  of  four  years  has 
been  more  apparent  than  real.  Nearly  all  of  the  work  required 
now  in  our  first  year  was  included  in  the  sub-junior  year  on  the 
old  basis;  so  that  the  most  of  the  change  has  consisted  in  a  re- 
naming of  the  old  groups  or  classes.  Instead  of  sub-junior,  junior, 
middle  and  senior  classes  we  now  have  first-year,  second-year, 
junior  and  senior  classes.  The  old  course  was  practically  a  four- 
year  course  for  the  average  student.  By  our  doubling  classes  in 
languages  the  older  student  is  still  enabled  to  compress  his  course 
into  three  years  if  it  is  necessary. 

The  year  has  witnessed  a  gradual  development  of  the  inde- 
pendent life  of  the  Academy.  The  students  still  share  in  many  of 
the  privileges  of  the  College.  They  are  included  in  some  of  its 
general  social  gatherings.  They  attend  the  College  Chapel  on 
Sunday  and  on  Thursday.  The  gymnasium  and  library  are  open 
to  them.  But  the  life  of  the  Academy  as  an  institution  in  itself 
has  been  emphasized.  1  he  chapel  exercises  have  been  held  in 
Scoville  Hall  four  days  in  the  week,  with  occasional  addresses  to 
Academy  students  by  friends  from  outside.     The  religious  life  of 
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the  Academy  has  been  stimulated  by  the  organization  of  a  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  within  the  Academy.  Since  Acad- 
emy students  are  no  longer  expected  to  play  upon  College  teams, 
all  Academy  men  are  available  for  service  upon  the  athletic 
teams  of  the  Academy. 

By  thus  finding  its  own  place  in  the  College  community  the 
Academy  is  coming  into  more  definite  relations  with  the  College. 
On  the  recommendation  of  the  Academy  Faculty  and  by  vote  of 
the  Academy  Committee  of  the  College  Faculty,  the  requirements 
for  graduation  have  been  made  to  correspond  with  the  require- 
ments for  entrance  at  Beloit  College.  Latin  is  no  longer  re- 
quired for  graduation  if  the  student  present  two  units  of  some 
other  foreign  language.  This  change  improves  the  relation  of  the 
non-Latin  student  to  the  Academy,  and  the  relation  of  the  Acad- 
emy to  the  College.  Most  students  are  strongly  advised  to  take 
at  least  two  years  of  Latin.  But  the  Academy  does  not  insist 
upon  what  the  College  does  not  require. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  94.  The  graduating 
class  numbered  twelve,  ten  of  whom,  beside  one  non-graduate, 
were  to  enter   Beloit  in  the   fall. 

The  changes  of  the  year  could  not  have  been  made  without 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  teache:s.  And  I  feel  greatly  in- 
debted to  the  former  Prm:ipal  for  his  heartiness  and  sympathy 
when  I  have  gone  to  him  for  advice. 

John  P.  Deane. 
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